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Preface 
 

 

 

 

  

The Golden Gully and Tambaroora Sluicing Company 

was the first major sluicing operation undertaken on 

the Tambaroora Gold Field. Smaller operations were 

operating but not on the scale that this Company was 

attempting. 

The Dam alone was a massive undertaking spanning 

the width of the gully as it did. The equipment also was 

impressive and not seen on the Gold Field before. 

The fact that the majority of claim holders along the 

Gully gave up their claims to the Company and found 

employment with it excited those who were confident 

of a positive result. 

Sadly it was not to be the case. 
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4th Nov 1910 Application for Gold Dredging Lease (GL) 264  
 
By R.N. Wells & Co., 97 acres  from the head of  Golden Gully near Glendorra down to a line east west from the Catholic 

Church grounds across to Clarke Street in Tambaroora township1. 
 

 
 

Plan Courtesy of Digital Imaging of Geological System (DIGS), NSW Trade and Investment 

 

                                                                            
1 Gold Lease Application, GL264, 4 Nov 1910 
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18th May 1911 Enquiry into Dredging Lease by Wells and Wallis2 

This Companies operation may arguably have been the first hydraulic sluicing operation undertaken on the Goldfield.  
An Enquiry was held on the 25th May 1911 to hear from interested parties objections or otherwise an application for a 

dredging lease made by Mr. Wells and Mr. Wallis. The area comprised approximately 100 acres along the Golden Gully.  

 

Image Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia 

 

  

                                                                            
2 Newspaper, Bathurst Times, Pg.2, dtd 18 May 1911 
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30th Jul 1912 Application for Gold Dredging Lease 2903 

The Golden Gully and Tambaroora Sluicing Company applied for this GL as part of their overall mining operation 
 

 
 

Plan Courtesy of Digital Imaging of Geological System (DIGS), NSW Trade and Investment 

 

  

                                                                            
3 Gold Lease Application, GL290, 30 Jul 1912 
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2nd Aug 1912 Description of the Companies Assets4 

 

 

Newspaper Article courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia 

  

                                                                            
4 Newspaper, Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Pg.9 dtd 2 May 1912 
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5th Aug 1912 Healthy Progress 

 

Operation was expected to start in February 1912. By August 1912 the Plant had undergone trials in readiness for start of 

production5.  

 
Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia 

 

10th Aug 1912 Ready to Commence Operations 

Mid August finally saw the Company ready to commence operations, 

 

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia 

 

                                                                            
5 Newspaper, Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Pg.1, dtd 5 Aug 1912 
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13th Aug 1912 Purchase of Lot 2 in Section 13, Tambaroora Township6 

 

This Section is just north of the General Cemetery on Steele Street (Mudgee Road or Hill End Road, take your pick 😊) 
The Lot was used as the Company Office and stores area. 

 
 

9th Nov 1912 Plant moves upstream in the Gully7 

Due to the difficulty in breaking down the hard banks of the Gully. 
 

 
 

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia 

 

 

27th Nov 1912 Obsertvation made of Operations8 

 

 
 

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia 

 

 

4th Jan 1913 Company increases its Share Capital.9  

 

 
 

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia 

  

                                                                            
6 Certificate of Title, Volume 177, Folio 43  from the Australian Bank of Commerce Ltd, 13th Aug 1912 
7 Newspaper, Bathurst Times, Pg.6, dtd 9 Nov 1912 
8 Newspaper, Bathurst Times, Pg.3, dtd 27 Nov 1912 
9 Newspaper, Daily Telegraph, Pg.16, dtd 4 Jan 1913 
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8th Jan 1913 Heaviest Rains on Record Wash Dams Away10 

In early January the worse rains ever recorded breached both of the companies dams and swept them away.  

 

 
Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia 

 

24th Jan 1913 Operations Come to a Stand Still11 

Further set backs were to take its toll on the Company, with its future becoming uncertain, sluicing operations had not 

revealed expected returns. Experienced miners contend that the operation has been undertaken in the wrong area.  

 

 
Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia 

 

12th May 1913 Operations Hampered by the Weather12 

 
 

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia 

  

                                                                            
10 Newspaper, Daily Telegraph, Pg.13, dtd 8 Jan 1913 
11 Newspaper, Bathurst Times, Pg.3, dtd 24 Jan 1913 
12 Newspaper, Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Pg.8, dtd 1 May 1913 
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2nd Aug 1913 Extra General Meeting to Wind Up the Affairs of the Company13 

 
With the realisation that the returns being made were not enough to continue operation an extraordinary meeting of 

shareholders was held to wind up the affairs of the Company. 

 
 

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia 

 

 

18th May 1914 Company Surrenders its Leases 
 
Upon the Company surrendering its Leases its machinery was removed to the Tingha area.   

 

 
 

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia 

 

 

All that remains today is the scaring of the banks where the sluicing operations took place, the 500 foot dam which is now 

silted up and some suspect machinery which although not confirmed lays in the vicinity of the Companies area of operation.  

 

Not all was lost, the large Dam eventually became a waterhole, was known locally as the "Canton waterhole" and was fenced 

off, some of the fencing still exists around the Dam.  

 

On the 18th Jan 1924 it became Reserve No.56724 for domestic Water Supply14 

 

The Dam wall can still be seen today (front cover), the upstream side of the Dam is silted and there are breaks in places along 

the wall. It is on the west side of Mudgee Road (Hill End Road) near the junction of Deadmans (Foremans) Gully and Golden 

Gully. 

 

  

                                                                            
13 Newspaper, The Sun, Pg.7, dtd 24 Jul 1913 
14 NSWGG, No.9, Pg.342, dtd 18 Jan 1924 
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