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Preface

The Golden Gully and Tambaroora Sluicing Company
was the first major sluicing operation undertaken on
the Tambaroora Gold Field. Smaller operations were
operating but not on the scale that this Company was
attempting.

The Dam alone was a massive undertaking spanning
the width of the gully as it did. The equipment also was
impressive and not seen on the Gold Field before.

The fact that the majority of claim holders along the
Gully gave up their claims to the Company and found
employment with it excited those who were confident
of a positive result.

Sadly it was not to be the case.




Golden Gully and Tambaroora Sluicing Company

Updated Friday, 21 August 2020
© Warwick P Taylor - 2020

4th Nov 1910 Application for Gold Dredging Lease (GL) 264

By R.N. Wells & Co., 97 acres from the head of Golden Gully near Glendorra down to a line east west from the Catholic
Church grounds across to Clarke Street in Tambaroora township!.

Plan Courtesy of Digital Imaging of Geological System (DIGS), NSW Trade and Investment

1 Gold Lease Application, GL264, 4 Nov 1910
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18" May 1911 Enquiry into Dredging Lease by Wells and Wallis?

This Companies operation may arguably have been the first hydraulic sluicing operation undertaken on the Goldfield.
An Enquiry was held on the 25t May 1911 to hear from interested parties objections or otherwise an application for a

dredging lease made by Mr. Wells and Mr. Wallis The area comprised approximately 100 acres along the Golden Gully.

MINING
D s
IMPORTANT MINING ENQUIRY. |

GENERAL NOTES.

A very important mining enquiry s
o be held by the Warden, Mr. A. B.
Z. Burke, at the .Warden's Court at
Hill End on the 25th instant. The mat-
.r to be enquired is one that has aroys-
»d a great deal of interest at Hill End
—in fact quite as much as the flotatiow
of the Amalgamtead Hill End Co, The
Warden will deal with the application
for a dredging lease made by Messrs.
Wells and Wallis over an area of about
100 acres, situated in the parishes of Car-
roll and Tambaroora, county of Wel-
lington in what is known as “The Gar-
den Gully.” It lies between Hill End
and old Tambaroora and abuts on thc
main Mudgee Road. 5

The proposed company in the event
of the lease being granted intends to
spend a large amount of money in deal-
ing with this old ground by means of
|a hydraulic pump. The gquestion at
issue is a complicated one inasmuch as
within the area proposed to be leased fo.
dredging purposes some 15 or 20 titles,
held in different tenures by virtue of
miners rights are alleged to be involv-
ed. We understand that whilst a num-
erously signed petition prayving for the
granting of this lease has been present-
ed there are others who dre moving in
an opposite direction. It is stated tha
the applicants for the dredging lease
have already arranged to purchase the

operated upon by the individual

mine,
with  ordinary appliances. This will
therefore be one of the main features

with which the Warden will have to deal
at the enquiry.

The whole of the area in question 1s
well known to old gold mining hands in
the district, and 1t is riddled with in
numerable shafts which have been pwm
down in the past. For vears past the
ground has been fossicked over, and i
remains to be shown by the evidence
that will doubtless be produced before
the Warden as to whether existing oper-

ations by the average miner have re-
psulted so profitably as te protect the
tarea from acquirement as a dredging

1 lease.
The question has, as before stated.
tbeen a topic of the keenest interest  at
| Hill End for months past, and it migh
be stated for the information of thase
concerned that the scope of this enquiry
will extend to the determination by the
Warden: (a) as to what roads of access
or sites for machinery, ground for stor
age, etc, ourside the acrual area applied
for, will be necessary for the prope.
carrying on of the proposed mining op-
erations; (b) what sum by way of rent
should be paid by applicants te the
owners of the land included in the area
applied for; (¢) what rental shall be paid
for such land as may be comprised in
the roads of access or the sites deter-
mined upon which are not Crown lands.
d) what sum by way of compensation
shall be paid for damage likely to be

»xisting rights  of some of the persons]
vhose interests are involved.

The enquiry is therefore likely to b
a protracted one, and it is said that
Mr. Richardson, solicitor of Sydney, who
represents the applicants, will appear
and also other legal gentlemen will take
part in the proceedings on the 25th
instant. It appears that the principle
laid down by the Mines Department in
regard to dredging arcas is that no
dredging lease will be granted for anvy
Crown lands which can be profitably

caused in carrying out intended opera-
tions to the owner or occupier of land
included in or adjoining the area ap-
plied for.

The Warden will also adjudicate on
any objections entered or on any other
matter directly affecting the application
in question. It might also be added for
general information that any objections
to this application must be lodged with
either the Warden, Mr. A. B. C. Burke
in Bathurst, or with the Warden’s clerk
at Hill End, before the date fixed for the

enquiry. .

Image Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

2 Newspaper, Bathurst Times, Pg.2, dtd 18 May 1911
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3oth Jul 1912 Application for Gold Dredging Lease 2903

The Golden Gully and Tambaroora Sluicing Company applied for this GL as part of their overall mining operation

Plan Courtesy of Digital Imaging of Geological System (DIGS), NSW Trade and Investment

3 Gold Lease Application, GL290, 30 Jul 1912
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2nd Aug 1912 Description of the Companies Assets4

HILL END DIVISION.

The prospecis of this division have
heen cansiderably brightened by the
formation «f a new company, the
(tolden Gully and 'Tambaroora Sluie-
ing  Company. which recently ac-
quired a dradging lease of 97 acres
over the old Golden Gully, between
Hill End and Tambarcora, which in
the past was one of the richest and
most profitable alluvial fields in the
State. Practically the whole of the
elaim holders along this gully dis-
posed of their intersst to the com-
pany, and werw absorbed in the work
of vigorously pushing on operations
for drediming  the area. Although
wark was only cammemced in Octo-

ber last, a large dam, estimated te
hold 10,000,000 =allons was construc-
ted, domming the Goldaw Gully and
a large portion of the low land. The
bank is about 50 feet long, and is
built up of carthwark so as to give
an average depth of %1t, whilst in
sonte places the depth is 15t Office
and engnechouses were erected, and
two portable engines placed ineposi-
tion, whilst « third is about to be
installad, The plant. which 15 in
course of erection, consists of u 10-
meh gravel pump, driven by a 20
h.-p. portable compound cngine, and
a LO0-inch compound nozzla pump,
driven by two 20 h.-p. portable en-
cines. A\ tunnel was cut throush to
carry off from the dam the tailings
and silt coming down the zully, and
conncetsdd by an open ruce to the in-
take of the dam, in ovder to avoid
silting up.  The tunnel is 300 feet in
leneth, 3 feet in width, and 6 feet
in height. A econtract has been ler
for o large suvni= of fuel, so that
operations  may  commence  immest-
intely the eroction of the plant is
complete, An electrie lighting plant
has heen providad tor, the intentiore
boing to work continuously. Tt 1
oxpected  that the plant, which s
equal to a capawity of 4000 cubic
vinds per week, will be erected, o

dredging operations commenoed extly
in  February, 1912, Thero sceme
litthe doubt that suceess will attend
the venture.

. [N T = 1) »

Newspaper Article courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

4 Newspaper, Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Pg.9 dtd 2 May 1912



Golden Gully and Tambaroora Sluicing Company

Updated Friday, 21 August 2020
© Warwick P Taylor - 2020

5™ Aug 1912 Healthy Progress

Operation was expected to start in February 1912. By August 1912 the Plant had undergone trials in readiness for start of

production?.
Hill End Activity.
Healthy Progress, ‘

ez

Eversthing points  to  a healthy

prouress of the Hill End field.
e Tambaroora  Go'den  Gully
Shuicing Company have almost com-
pleted the layving of the waterpipes
conneeting the works with the main
dam. The work has been delayed
considerably to date hy the difienlty
in having the balance ot these nipes
conveved to Hill End from Kelso,
where they have been Iving for some
time. The (tnn is said to be hold-
ing well, and at present there is
over 000000 gallons stored.  The
three Lirge engines have already had
Steann up. The clectrie fidhiting
plant has been fully installed, and
a recont trial showed it worked
splendidly. It is said that opera-
tions will he commenced at an early
date. when  three  shifts will he
worked,

Great local interest 35 taken n
this new venture, as na similar ope-
yations have ever before been ear-
ried on. The building  for large
fnel stacks and  machinery  have
transformed this old and renowned
anllv.

Me. M Tavish, the energetic mana-
wor. has been husy, and everything
points to active o) wations  heing
carried on in the near fature.

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

10t Aug 1912 Ready to Commence Operations

Mid August finally saw the Company ready to commence operations,
MININC,
THE HILL END FIELD.

HILL END. Thursday.

The Tambaroora Golden Gully Sluic-
ing Company have now completed all
their pipe hnes, and evervthing i1s n
working order.  The management gave
the plant a trial run on Saturday last
and reported that the result had been
very  satisfactory.  The manager ex-
pects to commence operations. during
the weok, starting ar first  with  one
Shift until things are in proper m‘(lcr.‘

There is continued activity  at this
contre, and within the next month or
two the old fields of Hill End and Tam-
baroora will present something akin to
their former appearance in  the old
davs.  In no centre  of the Bathurst
mining district are_the prospects 50
bright as here.  There 1s a buoyvancy
about the business people and town gen-
erallv. which is very refreshing after so
many vears of dull inactvity.

SR ST

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

5 Newspaper, Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Pg.1, dtd 5 Aug 1912
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13th Aug 1912 Purchase of Lot 2 in Section 13, Tambaroora Township®

This Section is just north of the General Cemetery on Steele Street (Mudgee Road or Hill End Road, take your pick &)
The Lot was used as the Company Office and stores area.

9t Nov 1912 Plant moves upstream in the Gully”

Due to the difficulty in breaking down the hard banks of the Gully.

TAMBAROCOR A

The Golden Gully Hydraulic Sluicing
Company has shitted 1ts plant about
200 yards further up the gully, where
they have been sluicing for the last
tortnight.  From appearances  every-
thing 1s working very smoothly, and tue
nozzie 1s doing good work in the way of
snocking down the banks., It 1s under-
~tood the Company has not had a clean
up from this part yet. At the first
place at which the dredge started opera-
tions the ground was up to expectations
i values, but owing to the dithculty 1n
dealing with the hard sun-baked banks,
1t was not payable under present treat-
ment.,  The way the engines and plant
are working 1s a credit to Mr. W, Wil-
lurd, who 1= the engineer and 1in charge
of the machinery. . |

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

27t Nov 1912 Obsertvation made of Operations8
UCTWs werse-—gy — = s )
The Golden Gully Suicing Company
are working away and tearing the f-"mlt
ous old Gully to pieces. They cerfam?
have powerful and effective machinery.

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

4th Jan 1913 Company increases its Share Capital.?

The Qolden Gully Slujeing Company, Ltd., has
registered a resolution that the capjtal be In-
creased to £5000 by the creation of 20,000 new
thares of 2 each. It j& also provided that
tach existing 6s share shall be divided into
Lthree of 28,

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

6 Certificate of Title, Volume 177, Folio 43 from the Australian Bank of Commerce Ltd, 13% Aug 1912
7 Newspaper, Bathurst Times, Pg.6, dtd 9 Nov 1912

8 Newspaper, Bathurst Times, Pg.3, dtd 27 Nov 1912

9 Newspaper, Daily Telegraph, Pg.16, dtd 4 Jan 1913
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8th Jan 1913 Heaviest Rains on Record Wash Dams Away?*°©

In early January the worse rains ever recorded breached both of the companies dams and swept them away.

PesURS v w -~ . v oy ww WM WA YTLSg N
HILL END, Tuesduy.—On Friday last the hesviest rain-
tall on record was experienced. Nearly Zin, fel] in
un hour, and more was recorded in places,  Consider-
able dauudg.a hzs been done to the roads and culverts.
The two dams belonging to the Uolden Gully Eluicing
Compeny _were both swept away. | | .

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia
24 Jan 1913 Operations Come to a Stand Still

Further set backs were to take its toll on the Company, with its future becoming uncertain, sluicing operations had not
revealed expected returns. Experienced miners contend that the operation has been undertaken in the wrong area.

MINING.3

HILL END OPERATIONS.

HILL END, Thursday. |

The Golden Gully Hydraulic Sluicing
Company is at a standstill, and just
what are going ts be the future opera-|
tions of the dredge is at present not
known.

After unsuccessfully sluicing in two
separate places, the company has closed
the plant down. Miners who have been
allyvial digging in the Golden Gully for
many vears contend that the property
will still pay handsomely if worked in
the right place,  They say there never

! was anv gold where the dredge has been
operating, and that the dredge has never
heen in the main channel, where the rich

[ alluvial ground was worked in  the

| 'sixties,
Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

12th May 1913 Operations Ham?ered by the Weather!2
Ditritig (o yoar e Ooitn Gally
Tambaroora Sluicing Company, Ltd.,
ey plih o G By,
nears}‘ambama :

The operatiom. of the company
were seriously hampered by excessive
raina  and thunderstorms, which
cansed the dams erected al:ng the

ully to burst. It will be necessary
‘t:o renair the dams lmfnrgemnr-d:i:m

can be resumed, and it is understood
that further capital is being raised
for this purpose,

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

10 Newspaper, Daily Telegraph, Pg.13, dtd 8 Jan 1913
1 Newspaper, Bathurst Times, Pg.3, dtd 24 Jan 1913
12 Newspaper, Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Pg.8, dtd 1 May 1913
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2nd Aug 1913 Extra General Meeting to Wind Up the Affairs of the Company?3

With the realisation that the returns being made were not enough to continue operation an extraordinary meeting of
shareholders was held to wind up the affairs of the Company.

N OTICE is hereby given that an EXTRAORDINARY
GENERAL MEETING of Golden Gully Tambaroors
Bluicing Company, Limited, will be held st the Com-
pany’'s Office, 262 Ceorge-stveet, Sydney, on SATURDAY,
the 2nd Day of August, 1913, at 11.30 a.m., for the par-

of considering and if thought fit paming the fol.
lo'inz resolutions:—

(1) ‘““That it has been proved to the matisfaction of
this Meeting that the Company, by reason of ite liabili-
ties, cannot continue its business, and that it is advis-
able to wind up the mme, and sccordingly that the
Company be wound up voluntsrily, and that Mr. Ha B.
Jarmieson, F.LA.A., of 263 George-sireet, Sydney, be
and he is hereby appointed Liquidator for the purposes
of such winding up.’’

(2) “That the remuneration of the Liquidater be now
fixed by the Meeting.”

By direction of the Board.

H. B. JAMIESON, Secretary.

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

18" May 1914 Company Surrenders its Leases

Upon the Company surrendering its Leases its machinery was removed to the Tingha area.

44 UUITH Ul VIV DAy aava,

The area held by the Golden Gully
Tambaroora Sluicing Company, at
Tambaroora, surrendered its leases
during the year, and after dismant-
ling its expensive machinery remov-
ed_it to the Tingha district.

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia
All that remains today is the scaring of the banks where the sluicing operations took place, the 500 foot dam which is now
silted up and some suspect machinery which although not confirmed lays in the vicinity of the Companies area of operation.

Not all was lost, the large Dam eventually became a waterhole, was known locally as the "Canton waterhole" and was fenced
off, some of the fencing still exists around the Dam.

On the 18t Jan 1924 it became Reserve No.56724 for domestic Water Supply'4

The Dam wall can still be seen today (front cover), the upstream side of the Dam is silted and there are breaks in places along
the wall. It is on the west side of Mudgee Road (Hill End Road) near the junction of Deadmans (Foremans) Gully and Golden
Gully.

13 Newspaper, The Sun, Pg.7, dtd 24 Jul 1913
14 NSWGG, No.9, Pg.342, dtd 18 Jan 1924
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