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Preface

This history of the Oriomo Explorations mining venture
relies heavily on the accuracy of the newspapers of the
day to tell the story.

The articles are laid out in chronological order. Hopefully
this will put to rest the many and varied perceptions and
analysis’s that have long been discussed, some do not do
the history of the only remaining artefact justice, the
DAM.

The Dam is very much a part of the landscape and a part
of the more recent history, it is the only remaining visual
structural object that was a part of the attempt to either
swindle the shareholders or genuinely try to reward them
apart from the work face on Tambaroora Creek below
Red Hill, even that is now evident due to unrelated soil
erosion.

Many thanks to Sheena Goodwin, daughter of Bruce
Goodwin the author of “Gold and People – Recollections
of Hill End 1920s to 1960s” for allowing me to reproduce
Chapter 18 in this narrative.
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Acknowledgement of theWiradjuri Nation as the Traditional Owners

Wewould like to acknowledge

and pay our respects to the

traditional custodians of this land

theWiradjuri People

and pay our respects to the

elders both past, present and emerging
who's land we are on today
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The Companies Beginning

The undertaking by Mineral Explorations was on a scale never seen before on the Tambaroora Gold
Field, 1936 saw the Company apply for five lease areas. The coverage was extensive, from
approximately Lot 7 on Alpha Station in the north down to the head of Golden Gully at Glendorra,
the eastern boundary was from Mudgee Road (Hill End Road) extending as far west as Lot 50 in the
Tambaroora Suburban Lands, the plan below shows the extent, Appendix A shows the lease areas.

In the later part of 1936 the Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission received an application
from Mineral Explorations Ltd for a dam and pumps on Tambaroora Creek. This was to form part
of the mining operation that was planned for the area around Red Hill on Mining Tenement 388

20th Nov 1936 - Application for Dam and Pumps1

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

1NSWGG, No.189, Pg.4808, dtd 20 Nov 1936
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5th Feb 1937 - Approval Given with Conditions and Limits2

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

Bruce Goodwin describes in his book3 the operations initially undertaken by Mineral Explorations
Ltd and continued by Oriomo Explorations Ltd and its subsidiary company Hill End Alluvials.
Chapter 18 of the book gives a full account of the Companies short life from the mining operations
inception to its sudden demise, see Appendix B.
Page 116 of Gold and People notes the exploratory drilling undertaken by Mineral Explorations
Pty Ltd, the application made by the Company to hydraulically sluice areas of Tambaroora as noted
in the book and which included a plan showing the extent of the areas applied for, see Appendix A.

At a later date operational control was passed to Oriomo Explorations Ltd and again to Oriomo’s
subsidiary Hill End Alluvials Pty Ltd. The following is the chronological order of events taken from
newspaper reports relating to the Companies ongoing development prior to their actual gold
production.

2 NSWGG, No.610, Pg.610, dtd 5 Feb 1937
3 Book, Gold and People – Recollections of Hill End, 1920 to 1960s, Bruce Goodwin,

http://www.tambaroora.com/data-files/data-m.php
http://www.tambaroora.com/data-files/data-m.php
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Investigation and Development of the Companies Leases

1st Jan 1937 - Exploratory Operations of the Grounds4 – Poor Mans, Tambaroora and Golden Gullies

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

4 Newspaper, Sydney Morning Herald, Pg.9, dtd 1 Jan 1937
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6th Jan 1937 - Interim Report on Operations at Tambaroora5

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

5Newspaper, Sydney Mail, Pg.34, dtd 6 Jan 1937
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20th Jan 1937 - Engineers Computations of Values on Prospecting6

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

6 Newspaper, Sydney Mail Pg.19, dtd 20 Jan 1937
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25th Jan 1937 - The Companies Options7

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

7Newspaper, Sydney Morning Herald, Pg.11, dtd 25 Jan 1937
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31st Jan 1937 - The Companies Prospects8

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

8Newspaper, The Truth, Pg.25, dtd 31 Jan 1937
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17th Apr 1937 - Tenders for Rubble Concrete Dam on Tambaroora Creek9

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

30th Apr 1937 - Registration of Hill End Alluvials Proprietary Ltd10

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

9 Newspaper, Sydney Morning Herald, Pg.30, dtd 17 Apr 1937
10 Newspaper, Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners Advocate, Pg.4, dtd 30 Apr 1937
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18thMay 1937 - Application for Gold Lease 438, (see Figure 1 ) – Shows the layout of the Dam and
Buildings11

Figure 1 - Layout of the Dam, Power House and Buildings

Plan Courtesy of Digital Imaging of Geological System (DIGS), NSW Trade and Investment

11 Digital Imaging of Geological System, NSW Trade and Investment
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20th Sept 1937 - Application for Gold Dredging Lease 440, (see Figure 2 )

Figure 2 - Layout of Infrastructure from Dam to Work Face

Plan Courtesy of Digital Imaging of Geological System (DIGS), NSW Trade and Investment
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27th Oct 1937 - Hill End Alluvials Application for Dredging Lease12

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

1st Nov 1937 - Concrete Dam nears Completion13

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

See Figure 3 for the Photo Album of the Dam’s Construction.

12 NSWGG No.157, Pg.4304, dtd 12 Oct 1937
13 Newspaper, Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Pg.4, dtd 1 Nov 1937
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Figure 3 - Photo Album of Dam's Construction

The following Images are Courtesy of the Bill and Betty Maris Collection, held by the HETGG14

14Hill End and Tambaroora Gathering Group
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14th Feb 1938 - Sluicing Operations Undertaken

The sluicing operations undertaken entailed using water cannons called monitors to blast away the
soil in area's which allowed the now soil and water mix known as a slurry to gravity feed itself into
a contained area where it could then be processed for the gold extraction. A Plan of Portion MT3915,
dated 1941 for an unrelated mining operation (see Figure 4) shows the containment area, marked as
an "Embankment" and the rejected material marked as "Tailings" that was used by the earlier
Oriomo/Hill End Alluvial's consortium to process the slurry.

Figure 4 - Plan of Portion MT 39

Plan Image Courtesy of DIGS

15 Digital Imaging of Geological System, NSW Trade and Investment
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30th Jul 1938 - The Oriomo Debacle16

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

16Newspaper, Smiths Weekly, Pg.29, dtd 30 Jul 1938
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26th Jan 1939 - Decision to Liquidate Hill End Alluvials Pty Ltd17

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

17Newspaper, Sydney Morning Herald, Pg.9, dtd 26 Jan 1939
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30th Jan 1939 - Mining Companies not Interested in Taking over Operations18

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

18Newspaper, Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Pg.4, dtd 30 Jan 1939
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25thMay 1939 - Hill End Alluvials Pty Ltd – No Funds19

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

19Newspaper, Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Pg.14, dtd 25 May 1939
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3rd Jun 1939 - Tenders Called for Purchase of Companies Holdings20

Newspaper Article Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia

20Newspaper, The Courier Mail, Brisbane, Pg.8, dtd 3 Jun 1939
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The Hill End War Agricultural Committee21

1944-45 An approach was made by the Chairman of the Hill End War Agricultural
Committee, Mr. Harry Walpole to the NSW Government with the view of gaining
control of the Dam and using it in conjunction with a re-forestation post war project
of the Hill End district.

Formal approval was given in Jun 1945 and five persons were appointed as
Trustees of the Dam:-
Mr. Thomas John BAIRSTOW, Carpenter,
Mr. Leslie James Hamilton, Labourer,
Mr. Lindsay Patrick KIMM, Grazier,
Mr. Kevin Clarence KEARNS, Constable and Warden Clerk, and
Mr. Harry WALPOLE, Teacher.

Control of the Dam was to be invested in the above persons subject to the
Government still retaining control.

21Newspaper, Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, Pg.1, dtd 2 Jul 1945
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After the Mining Companies Demise - Issues Created by the Dam and Spillway

25thMar 1969 - Complaint made by Mrs. G.C. Kimm22

Mrs. Kimm’s complaint was to do with the silting of Tambaroora Creek behind the dam wall and
spillway and the problems this created upstream at the crossing on the junction of Tambaroora
Creek with Newman’s Gully at Lot 82. This made it impossible for the family to gain access to their
property west of the Common.

Numerous visits to the crossing and dam were undertaken in the ensuing months by the Water
Conservation and Irrigation Advisory Committee (W.C. & I.C.) and Cudgegong Shire Council to try
and remedy the ongoing problem.

A suggestion made by the W.C. & I.C. in 1950 to lower the dam wall was revisited in 1969 by Council
and W.C. & I. C staff but both agreed that the demolition of the Dam would be a major undertaking
and a costly one and one that would not immediately remedy the situation. The alternative would be
to construct a rock crossing.

Further visits were made to the crossing and dam in the company of Mr. Lindsay Kimm and both
agreed the crossing was in reasonable condition and in time with more rain and flooding it would
wash out the remaining silt. An alternate route to the Kimm property was discussed and inspected
by Cudgegong Council who approved the substitute route.

A comment was made on the 29 Jan 1970 that no work had been undertaken by Cudgegong Council
to rebuild the crossing after promises had been made. Later, on the 1 Apr 1970 it was noted that the
crossing had been recently rebuilt at the departments cost but had been partially washed away. The
alternate route discussed earlier was looked at again, this entailed a road from the Kimm property
up to Ullamulla Road.

24 Jun 1970 saw mention made again of the condition of the crossing and although it had
deteriorated further it was still passable. Representations were made to the owners of Alpha Station
to see if an alternate route could pass through Lot 34 to Mudgee Road.

An inspection was made on the 21 Nov 1974 with the Assistant Under Secretary to Mines (Technical)
to assess and look at what could be done to eliminate the ongoing issue. The conclusion was to
demolish the dam and allow for the rain and floods to remove all the silt.

Throughout the year and the following year continual monitoring of the crossing was made with
reports noting that is was holding and vehicle traffic was crossing both ways.

11 Feb 1975 - Demolition of the Spillway

An inspection was made on the 11 Feb 1975 following the recent destruction of the spillway. The
result was that there was indication that the silt had started to dislodge and clear the crossing.

In March the same year a visual inspection was made and it was seen that the debris from the
demolished spillway, see Figure 5 and Figure 6, had been completely cleared and the silt had started
to drop along the length of the creek where it had found its natural course.

22Digital Imaging of Geological System, NSW Trade and Investment, Miscellaneous Mining Documents
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Figure 5 - Demolished Dam Spillway

Image © Warwick P Taylor 2021

Figure 6 - Demolished Dam Spillway

Image © Warwick P Taylor 2021
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Today the crossing is located a few metres on the downstream side of the original crossing, you can
still see traces of the work undertaken by Cudgegong Council in the early 1970’s. Where the creek
has found its natural course it has washed away the silt down to either the bedrock or the heavy
gravels. The banks of the creek from the crossing down to the dam wall is a result of the mining and
erosion from upstream as far away as the headwaters of Tambaroora Creek and its tributaries at
the junction of Hill End Road and Ullamulla Road, and the headwaters of Golden Gully and its
tributaries starting at Fischers Hill, Hill End.



Oriomo Explorations Ltd Mining Operations along Tambaroora Creek
Updated Thursday, 11 January 2024

©Warwick P Taylor - 2021

28

Photo Album of How it Looks Today

Figure 7 - View looking North West from the Downstream side

Image © Warwick P Taylor 2021

Figure 8 - View looking west along the Dam wall

Image © Warwick P Taylor 2021
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Figure 9 - View looking at the upstream side of the Dam wall

Image © Warwick P Taylor 2021

Figure 10 - View looking south over the plinths used to mount the Engines and Pumps

Image © Warwick P Taylor 2021
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Figure 11 - View looking south west towards the plinths used to accommodate the Engines and Pumps

Image © Warwick P Taylor 2021

Figure 12 - View looking north west, over looking the path the water took around the Dam via the
Spillway (out of picture)

Image © Warwick P Taylor 2021
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Appendix A

Plan of Mineral Explorations Proposed Sluicing Operations

This Plan is courtesy of New SouthWales Trade and Investment
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Appendix B

Gold and People – Recollections of Hill End 1920s to 1960s – Chapter 18
These pages are reproduced here with the kind permission of Sheena Goodwin, daughter of Bruce

Goodwin
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