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The Bargong name, its origin and connection to the Area 

 

Research into the name Bargong has not provided a clue to its origin, no documentary evidence has 

been found that explains the name’s source, it maybe of aboriginal origin as with many other local 

names, Tambaroura, Pyramul, Meroo, Waurdong, Bioga, Sofala and Turon which are just some of 

the names that have their origins back to the aboriginal communities in the region. 

The usage of the name has appeared in different variations in several documents, the following are 

just some uses: 

 Bargong – as a place name appearing on early parish maps for Peters, the NSW 1893 Census  

and the 1903 NSW Electoral Roll, 

 Bargong Station – the name used by the families, Robinson, Toohey and Jackson at various 

times. 

 Bargong Wildlife Refuge – the name is mentioned on Plan W.5950-2091,  

 Bargong Estate – the name is annotated on the 1940 map of the Parish of Peters, and 

 Bargong Promotional Estate – the name is annotated on Plan W.5950-2091 to describe the 

War Service Settlement Land at the time the land was being developed for Grants to 

returned service persons. 

 

Chronological Mentions of the Name 

In 1875 the name is mentioned for stock impounded at Tambaroora from Bargong by J. Robinson1. 

The 1878-79 NSW Electoral Roll notes a Mr. James Robinson at his residence at Green Valley2, James 

with his mother Susan Toohey were early pioneers of the area but no mention of the Bargong name 

is given nor is there any mention of other family names. Green Valley was the prominent name of 

the area as a result of the gold activity in the district. 

The 1884 charting map notes the name “Bargong” appearing immediately north of Green Valley 

Bridge on Mudgee Road3, see Figure 2. 

The marriage of William Toohey to Mary Reid was undertaken at Bargong in 18844 

The NSW Education Department lists a school at Bargong as being a House to House School 

established in May 1890, it remained as such until Mar 1895 when it must have temporally closed. It 

re-opened in May 1897, re-classified as a Provisional School it stayed this way until its eventual 

closure in Mar 19055 
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 NSW Government Gazette No.50, Pg.738 dated 12 March 1875 

2
 NSW Electoral Roll for 1878-79 for Wellington 

3
 Parish of Peters Map 
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 Sydney Morning Herald, Pg.1 Family Notices, dtd 21 Apr 1884 

5
 NSW Government, Historical Information, NSW Government Schools. 
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The 1893 NSW Census revealed four names listed under Bargong: 

 Jackson O., 

 McGirmus J., 

 Toohey W., and Toohey S. 

An 1894 newspaper noted horse and cattle brands allotted to Alf Jackson of Bargong, near 

Tambaroora6 

A newspaper article in 1897 mentions the reopening of Bargong school, the newspaper said on its 

reopening that it would have an increased attendance.  

 

Figure 1 - Reopening of Bargong School 
(Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal Page 2 - 29 Oct 1897 

Courtesy of TROVE – National Library of Australia) 

 

A Public Service notice in an 1898 newspaper advised a transfer of teachers for Miss M. Kilcran, from 

Bargong to Upper Botobolar Provisional, as teacher and Miss E. Roberts, from Sally’s Flat to Bargong 

Provisional, as a teacher7. 

 

The Department of Public Instruction applied for a School site and paddock, as a result Lot 47 was 

dedicated on the 3 Dec 1898 for the Public School site and Lot 48 was dedicated on the 4th Mar 1899 

for the Public School paddock8. 

The NSW Electoral Roll of 1903 notes James Robinson, a grazier, residing at Bargong. The Toohey 

family and the Jackson family are also noted as living at Bargong, one other person James Roberts 

used the name as his place of living. 

In all six persons used Bargong as their place of living in 1903, others used Green Valley as their place 

of living.  

There are numerous mentions in the newspapers after 1908 mainly relating to Wool Sales, 

advertisements by James Robinson in relation to trespassing upon his lands and family notices of the 

various owners over the years. 

The station name may have been adopted from the local aboriginal community, the name could 

have then been used to identify the  area/district/locality as a reference  for anyone intending to 

visit the region, but this is only conjecture as there is no proof to identify which came first, the 

station name or the area name. 
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 Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal, Pg.2, dtd 12 Dec 1894 

7
 NSW Government Gazette, No.439, Pg.3951, dtd 20 May 1898 

8
 Map, 1909 - Parish of Peters. 
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The People and their Association to Bargong 

The discovery of gold in the district preceded the arrival of the Toohey family by approximately 

twelve years, an established road was in place linking Tambaroura and Louisa Creek for the 

movement of miners between the two Gold Fields. 

The choice of site may never be known but the high ground above two water sources may have 

appealed to the family. 

Susan Toohey 

 1850 Married John Robinson 

 1851 Birth of son, James Robinson. 

 1857 Married Edward Toohey 

 1863 (Approx.) moved to the district 

 1867 purchased Lots 22 and 25 across the road from the future Lot 44, 

 1871 purchased Lot 16 at the junction of Green Valley Creek and Pyramul Creek. 

 1873 held a publican licence for the “Royal Oak” at Green Valley, possibly on Lot 16. 

 1877 Attempted to purchase Lot 44, but was refused. This was due to the Lot falling 
within the boundary of the Pyramul Creek proclaimed Gold Field. The Lot was later 
purchased by her son James Robinson in 19169.  

 1916 Passed away 

James Robinson, son of Susan by her first marriage 

 1851 Born in Bathurst District 

 1863 (Approx.) Moved to the district, he  was 11 years old when he moved to Bargong, 
living  there for 61 years before selling Bargong Station in 1924, he purchased or leased 
numerous Lots in the area over his lifetime and was the originator of “Bargong Station”. 
Various Parish maps show the development of the Station over time with his acquisitions of 
freehold and leased lands. 

 1916 Finally acquired Lot 44 as a “Grant Upon Purchase of Improved Crown Lands Within a 
Proclaimed Gold-Field”. He was prevented from making this purchase earlier as it fell within 
the Pyramul Creek proclaimed Gold Field and it was not until the Regulations were revoked 
in 1916 that he was able to do so10. 
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 Crown Survey Plan, 1060-2091 

10
 Crown Survey Plan, 1060-2091 
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1884 Parish Map of Peters 

 

Figure 2 - 1884 Parish of Peters Map 

The above 1884 Parish of Peters map shows very little development in regard to pastoralisation, 

James Robinson’s Bargong Station was still very much in its infancy officially although the adjacent 

lands would have been used for grazing his stock. Lot 23 of 40 acres is seen on the map as is Lot 44 

on the western side of Mudgee Road. His mother’s Lots 22 and 25 opposite Lot 44 and Lot 16 on the 

junction of Pyramul and Green Valley Creek and Portion 1 of Edward Dougherty on Pyramul Creek 

are the only freehold lands shown. A later entry on the map, LB.95.96 notes the application for a 

School site and paddock at Bargong, this entry was made in 1895, this was Lots 47 and 48 on the 

north side of the bridge to the west. Also in 1895 a Reserve No.22715 was created for Camping and 

Water Supply11, this occupied the area between Lot 44 and Lot 16 on the west side of Mudgee Road. 

 

(To be Continued) 
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 NSW Government Gazette, No.496, Pg.4843, dtd 27 Jul 1895 


