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PREFACE  

The information in the following pages is not so much a story of the cemeteries but 
more akin to all the research data I have managed to compile relating to each of the 
cemeteries. 

There are nine known cemeteries which have been referenced in the Tambaroora 
area in the past, some were used for interments and others although surveyed and 
gazetted were never used. Each has an interesting story to tell and hopefully the 
following pages will shed light on either their existence or where they were to be 
located. 

Until recently only three cemeteries were known to exist, the Catholic cemetery, the 
Chinese cemetery and the General cemetery formerly the Church of England 
graveyard, all situated within the precincts of Tambaroora township.  

The following are the known Cemeteries:  

1. 1852 - an early burial ground which was mentioned in 1852 in correspondence 
addressed to the Colonial Secretary which noted that it had 10 interments.  Its 
location is currently under investigation. The town survey map of 
Tambaroora in 1859 indicated a cem etery on the northeastern  side of the 
Town of unknown denomination.  

2. 1855 ï Bald Hill Cemeter y - a small cemetery has been shown on early maps 
of Bald Hills on the western side of Hill End Creek formerly known as Bald 
Hills Creek, this cemetery appears to have been located next to the Bullen 
Bullen bridle track later known as Warrys Road. A re -alignme nt of this road 
later saw it possibly situated over the cemetery.  

3. Pre 1859 Catholic cemetery, came into existence in Burial Ground gully later 
known as Moonlight Gully/Creek.  

4. 1856 - Chinese cemetery - was established in Burying Ground gully later 
known as Moonlight Gully/Creek.  

5. 1854 - Church of England Graveyard - although never intended to be a 
cemetery the current general cemetery at Tambaroora is the early Church of 
England graveyard.  

6. 1873 ï Hill End Cemetery - a general cemetery was surveyed, gazetted and 
dedicated in 1873 on the eastern side of the village of Hill End to be known as 
the Hill End General Cemetery but it was never used and its status was 
revoked in 1893.  

7. 1859 - Tambaroora General Cemetery - a survey in 1859 and again in 1863 
saw the establishment of a cemetery southeast from the Town of Tambaroora 
on the road to Sofala/Bathurst, of mixed denomination . Now private property  
known as History Hill . 

8. 1897 - Tambaroora General Cemetery  - yet another general cemetery was 
surveyed, gazetted and dedicated, this time approximately 1.5 kms west of the 
Town of Tambaroora, of mixed denomination . 

9. 1951 - Tambaroora General Cemetery - the current general cemetery, 
formerly the Church of England graveyard (5).  

See the cemeteriesô location map on the next page. 

Each of these cemeteries is explained in more detail in the following pages. 

Cemetery Locations  

1. Pioneer Cemetery 
2. Bald Hills Cemetery  
3. Catholic Cemetery 
4. Chinese Cemetery 
5. Church of England Graveyard  
6. Hill End Cemetery  
7. Tambaroora General Cemetery 1859 
8. Tambaroora General Cemetery 1898  
9. Tambaroora General Cemetery 1951 
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UPDATES  

 

29 Aug 2024  Tambaroora General Cemetery - 1951 (formerly the C of E Cemetery 1854) 

Lot 6 Section 16 - A search at the NSW State Records for surveyor Stevenson's 
 notes for the survey of the future Lot 6 Section 16 in 1947 has found the notes, but 
 they have not revealed any mention of possible graves within the surveyed area.  

The survey was done in preparation of handing control of the Lot to the C of E 
 Property Trust for the C of E Burial Ground within the General Cemetery.  

 

26 Aug 2024  Tambaroora General Cemetery - 1951 (formerly the C of E Cemetery 1854) 

A survey was undertaken by Mudgee Shire Council in 1997 of the cemetery, a  
 plan was drawn showing all known grave sites and the cemetery portioned into 
 sections with an area dedicated to the Catholic church, this plan is currently the 
 subject of research and investigation with Mid -Western Regional Council as of 26 
 Aug 2024. 

 

4 Sep 2024   Tambaroora General Cemetery - 1951 (formerly the C of E Cemetery 1854) 

Telecon with Mid -Western Regional Council - no documents could be found to 
support the plan of the General Cemetery drawn by Mudgee Shire Council in 1997. 
So, no explanation as to why the plan notes ñunused Catholic portionò, when in fact  
it was dedicated to the Church of England in 1951.
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Interpretation and definition of words, phrases and locations  

 

Words and Phrases  

The term graveyard is often used interchangeably with cemetery but primarily referred to a burial 
ground within a churchyard (Wikipedia ). While churchyards can be any patch of land on church grounds, 
historically, they were often used as graveyards (burial places).  

 

Locations  

Where a geographical feature is mentioned, it has been found that some have had their location moved 
either through deliberate change OR lack of local knowledge, an example is Bear and Specimen 
Gullies, both appear to have moved and now refer to different gullies from those originally noted on 
earlier maps and plans.   
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PIONEER CEMETERY - 1852  

 
Identifying the Location  

 
Apart from the Church of England graveyard and the Catholic cemetery there are several references 
made to another cemetery, aka the burying ground or burial ground between 1852 and 1859.  

A letter from a committee formed by the Church of England (C of E) residents of Tambaroura dated 
October 1852 making application for an allotment of land for the erection of a Church and School, 
included in the application was also for a piece of land pres ently being used as a burial ground, there 
already being 10 interments within the ground. Although no location is noted for this burial ground it 
precedes the first known graveyard created by the C of E in 1854 by at least 18 months. No other 
mention is ma de relating to the resident request for the burial ground, their application was approved 
only for land for a church, school and parsonage, even the location requested was changed from 
behind the barracks to further out of town to the future Section 16 as eventually surveyed in 1859.  

An article in the Sydney Morning Herald describing the finding of a deceased Chinaman  
approximately 300 yards behind the burying ground near Mr. Cullen's slaughtering yard. Another 
article in the Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General Advertiser describes the location of the 
Chinaman found deceased behind Cullen's slaughtering yard.  

Three slaughter yards have been identified in the town in 1858 but only one appears to fit the 
description given in the above newspaper articles. The boxed area in the top right of  figure one below 
is noted as being a slaughter yard in the 1859 plan. The Sydney Morning Herald article notes the 
person was found deceased 300 yards behind the burying ground near Cullen's slaughter yard, the 
distance from the cemetery (burying ground) to Cullen's slaughtering yard is approximately 220 
yards but the second article from the Maitland Mercury notes the deceased person was found behind 
Cullen's slaughter yard putting a greater distance between the cemetery (burying ground) and the 
deceased person. Not knowing the distance that the deceased person was behind Cullen's slaughter 
yard from the second article it could be considered that the approximate distance of 300 yards from 
the burying ground is feasible.  

Another reference found is the 1859 town plan by surveyor Price, this shows the location of a cemetery 
and is notated as such in figure one . The purpose of this 1859 plan was to formalize the layout of the 
town in preparation for the towns naming in 1860. The plan shows the result of surveyor Prices 
efforts, what he saw on the ground at the time is what he reproduced in this plan. Hence the c emetery 
and slaughter yards were in situ at the time of the survey.  

What has been found is that in articles describing locations in and around the town, the word "behind" 
has been used to describe a site or event that is further from the centre of town than the site being used 
as the reference e.g., "the Watch House is located behind the Railway Hotel", indicating the Watch 
House is not only behind but is also further away from the centre of town then the Railway Hotel is.  
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Figure 1 - Pioneer Cemetery - A cropped area of the 1859 Plan showing proposed allotment boundaries for the Town  

 

The survey marker used for survey lines 2, 9 and 11 no longer exists, it was a casualty of a hydraulically sluiced 
area. No trace on ground has been found of a replacement. All subsequent plans produced in 1859 and 1860 show 
the cemetery in the same position, this is the result of copying from the original 1859 map and the area not being 
re-surveyed, these later maps show the shape of the cemetery and the slaughter yards but none note them by 
name. Later charting plans do not show the cemetery.  

 

The New South Wales Government Act1 , "No. XXX. An Act to amend the Law relating to the 
Slaughtering of Sheep, Cattle, and other Animals within certain Towns in the Colony of New South 
Wales, and for the prevention and removal of certain Nuisances therein " states that slaughter yards 
are no longer to operate within a towns boundary, established slaughter yards were able to continue 
but their licenses would not be renewed after 5 years.  

This could be why the names no longer appeared on the town maps. 

August 2018  - The Hill End Story 2 notes the establishment of a boiling down works by one of the 
Treweeke brothers in Tambaroora, the purpose of the works was to process stock either injured or 
unmanageable whilst en route to market. It was located on a hillock west of the "current" cemete ry.  

Depending on the age of the authors source the cemetery mentioned could be the Pioneer cemetery.  

To clarify this, if the authors source material is dated between the 1840s early 1850s then the cemetery 
mentioned would be the pioneer cemetery in  Figure 1 above as it is shown on Prices 1859 Town map 
due east of a slaughter yard as  can be seen in the above town plan. Hodge may not have been aware 
of the existence of the pioneer cemetery and assumed that the mention made of the cemetery was to 
the former Church of England Cemetery now the General Cemetery.  
 
The chapter also noted that two skeletons were found buried on the site many years previous, I am 
assuming that the "many years previous" is referring to a period prior to the books publication. The 
skeletons were re-buried on orders of the Police. These skeletons would have been interments in the 
Cemetery which would have remained unknown to those who later found the remains. Again, Hodge 
may have assumed that the reference to the cemetery was to the current General Cemetery. 
 

 
1 New South Wales Government Gazette, No.119, p.97 dtd 11 Oct 1850 
2 Publication, Hill End Story, Book One, ch.5, p.25, HODGE Harry, 1973  
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A search of the NSW Police Gazettes for the period 1881 to 1940 did not reveal any mention of skeletons 
found in the Tambaroora District. (The search used was a name search "skeleton" on the PDF files)  

No mining activity has been identified in this area;  the Tambaroora and Turon River Gold Field Map 
of 1877 does not show any Leases being applied for or issued. Later mining applications from post the 
1874 Mining Act again show no activity in the area. In 1893 the area was surveyed by surveyor 
Blackett for the development of suburban lots in the north east corner of the town. No indication of 
the cemetery is shown nor is any mention made in his survey notes. The area does appear to have a 
history of slaughter yards with the addition of two other yards either  still operational at the time of 
the 1893 survey or their remnants were visible to the surveyor, these yards are positioned just to the 
east of where the cemetery is located. This could indicate that the cemetery area has been well trodden 
by stock movement over the preceding years.  
 
Using the scale on the 1859 plan the measurement of the cemetery is 90 feet x 45 feet or 136 links x 68 
links, again GEP has been used to determine the size. 
 
 

Known Early Deaths at Tambaroora  
At least ten pre 1854 deaths have now been recorded.  
 
Surveying the Site  

Figure 2 - Pioneer Cemetery - Satellite image of the Town and area of Interest - (Google Earth Pro [GEP])  
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Figure 3 - Pioneer Cemetery - Close up of the area of interest taken from Surveyor Prices 1859 Town map.  

 

Figure 4 - Pioneer Cemetery - This image shows the 1859 town map overlaid on the GEP satellite image 

 

Certain man made features are still in existence and can be identified on both the GEP satellite image 
(Figure 2) and the 1859 town map (Figure 3), in particular Lots 5 and 6 of Section 4 (Hodges 
property), Lot 5 of Section 6, Lots 1, 2, 3 and 4 of Section 8 and the Church of England site on Lot 2 
Section 16. These points allowed to accurately site the overlay map on the GEP satellite image (Figure 
4) and confirmed the magnetic variation for circa 1859.  
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To determine the location of the pioneer cemetery(PC) I used the surveyors table of measurements at 
(Figure 5) to create a drawing to reflect those measurements which appear to be specific to finding 
the site of the Pioneer cermetery (Figure 6).  

Figure 5 - Pioneer Cemetery - Table of Measurements for the 1859 Tambaroora Town Plan  
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Figure 6 - Pioneer Cemetery - CAD drawing showing the measurements obtained from the surveyors table  

 

The drawing was then overlaid on the 1859 town map in GEP and manipulated to match the magnetic 
variation and layout of the town. Particular attention was paid to the following in ( Figure 7), the 
"TOWN BOUNDARY" line from the CAD drawing matched the 1859 maps town boundary, the eastern 
boundary of Section 4 and Line No.3 in the CAD drawing were in alignment as this represented an 
existing man made feature of a straight line being the front b oundary fences of Section 4, and all 
measurements were checked using the measuring tool in GEP to ensure that the measurements 
produced by GEP matched those of the drawing, this confirmed that the overlay was to the correct 
scale and orientation.  
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Figure 7 - Pioneer Cemetery - CAD drawing overlaid on GEP and scaled to match GEP scale. 

 

Line 3 = 820.25 links / 541.365 feet - Line 9 = 458.25 / 302.445 feet - Line 10 = 1100 links / 726 feet 

 
 

 

Figure 8 below shows a close-up view of the CAD drawing and the 1859 Town Map overlaid on GEP 
and scaled to match GEP scale. The red lines were input by GEP from the CAD drawing and as can be 
seen they overlay exactly the lines shown on the 1859 map, this speaks volumes as to the accuracy of 
the Surveyors measurements and scaling of the images. The only exception is the end of Line 10 shown 
at "B", on the 1859 map it overshoots the red line by 12 feet.  
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Figure 8 - Pioneer Cemetery - Close up view of the CAD drawing and the 1859 Town Map overlaid on GEP  

 

The end result being a location at the end of Line 10 at point "B" Lat: -32.996666° Long: 149.427521°, which I can 
only assume is for the cemetery, from the close up image above it can be seen that Line 10 does not go to a survey 
marker that is in contact with the cemetery. In attempting to site the cemetery accurately all that could be done 
was to measure the distance and angle from the end of Line 10 at point B to what I could only assume was the 
centre of the cemetery marked on the map. 

 

To date (2018) no surveyorsô notebook has been found for surveyor Prices survey of the town.  

 

Ground Penetrating Radar was Undertaken on the Site in November 2017  

A GPR survey was undertaken by Doctor Louise Steding PhD3,4 and her team on this cemetery in Nov 
2017 but the site could not be accurately identified as the cemetery was never accurately surveyed, 
and its location was reliant on the accuracy of the town maps available at the time.  

 

 
3 Steding Louise, PhD (Arch/Crim), B.A.  Hons (Arch/Soc), ANZFSS, AACAI - www.coldcase.au  
4 Steding Louise, PhD, A Search for Three Cemeteries at Hill End and Tambaroora Using Ground Penetrating Radar, 
Stedinger Associates, 2018. 



 

BALD HILLS CEMETERY - Circa 1850ôs 

 

Numerous mentions have been made about this cemetery, parish, village maps and gold lease plans 
show its location. It is situated on or under Warrys Road just past the village camping ground, its 
beginning is unknown as are its size and number of interment s. Expansion of the alluvial fields 
immediately surrounding it would have seen its closure.  

The 1855 plan below (Figure 9) of S.B. Sergeants quartz claim5 notes a ñburying placeò on the plan to 
the west of what was known as Bald Hill Creek, now known as Hill End Creek.  

Figure 9 - Bald Hill Cemetery -  1855 Quartz Claim showing the burying place  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Plan of 160 acres in the County of Wellington, head of Bald Hill Creek embracing Wythers now Sergeants Quartz Claim, 20 
Feb 1855 
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The portion of the 1859 Village of ñForbesò map below (Figure 10) shows its location to the west of the 
village overlooking an unnamed creek which was to be later known as Bear Gully 6. 

Figure 10 - Bald Hill Cemetery - 1859 Village of Forbes Plan 

 

 

 

The 1894 Village map below (Figure 11) shows the cemetery sited to the west of the track 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6 Plan, Shewing the proposed boundaries for a village at the Bald Hills, and the arrangement into blocks of improvements 
within them, 1859 now village of ñForbesò 
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Figure 11 - Bald Hill Cemetery - 1894 Village Map showing the Cemetery and track passing to the east of it  

 

 

An application for a Gold Lease No.144 below (Figure 12) shows in red the cemetery but is annotated 
by the surveyor that there was no evidence of cemetery on Portion GL 144. Although, interestingly the 
surveyor has noted on the application that the Cemetery area was about twelve perches 7. The survey 
has also shown a formed track from Hill End, also a designed road (Ms.287cc) both of which pass over 
the site of the cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
7 Gold Lease Application GL144, dated 12 May 1951 
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Figure 12 - Bald Hill Cemetery -  Gold Lease 144 Application showing the cemetery 

 

Erosion from Bear Gully has seen a later change in the roads path with it moving slightly to the west 
which appears to have encroached more  on the cemetery. There are reports that flash flooding eroded 
the banks of the gully to such an extent that it exposed coffins, some of which were washed away. 

  

Ground Penetrating Radar was Undertaken on the Site in November 2017  

A GPR survey was undertaken by Doctor Louise Steding PhD8 ,9 and her team on this cemetery in Nov 
2017 but the site could not be accurately identified as the cemetery was never officially surveyed and 
its location was reliant on:  

 ̧ the accuracy of the parish and village maps and mining application plans available at the time,  

 ̧ research undertaken previously, and  

 ̧ local knowledge as passed down over time. 

 

Extensive soil erosion and a deep gully and later road re -alignments also hindered its placement. 

  

 
8   Steding Louise, PhD (Arch/Crim), B.A.hons (Arch/Soc), ANZFSS, AACAI  - www.coldcase.au  
9 Steding Louise, PhD, A Search for Three Cemeteries at Hill End and Tambaroora Using Ground Penetrating Radar, 
Stedinger Associates, 2018. 
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CATHOLIC CEMETERY - Tambaroora  

 

Figure 13 - Catholic Cemetery 

 

Image Courtesy of Kelvin Taylor  

 

Status  

Lot - 7316 

DP - 1156884 

Situation - Crown Land 10 

 

Early mentions of the cemetery have only described it as ñcemeteryò, references to the site did not 
include that it was the Catholic cemetery.  

A Gold Lease application made in 1896 for Gold Lease 11111 shows on the application the position of 
the cemetery in relation to the Gold Lease and a partial survey completed for the southern boundary 
of the cemetery, no denomination noted. 1908 saw another gold lease application number 230 12 note 
the cemetery surveyed within the proposed gold lease, mention being made that the land was reserved 
but no denomination mentioned. Again in 1936 an application for gold lease 435 13 shows the cemetery 
and surveyed measurements with a notation ñCemetery. Fenced with netting R50760-1 for Cemetery 
notôd 23.8.15ò, the fence line lengths as recorded were confirmed in 2017 by Kelvin Taylor using GPS 
and surveyors measuring wheel. Again, no denomination mentioned.  
 

 
10 Input Ref: 7316/1156884, Prior Title Search, NSW Land Registry Services  
11 Plan of Portion GL111, Application No.1758, G11513 
12 Plan of Portion GL230, Application No. 40, G17360  
13 Plan of Portion Gl435, Application No.531, G22372 
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Both the Chinese and Catholic Cemeteries are located within what was known as Burying Ground 
Gully later known as Moonlight Creek or Gully.  

The cropped image below (Figure 14) of the 1859 Town Charting Plan shows a cemetery located in the 
position of the current Catholic Cemetery, the surveyor has only indicated that there was a cemetery 
on that site, no reference being made to the denomination.  

Figure 14 - Catholic Cemetery - Location of both the Chinese cemetery and the Catholic cemetery circa 1860 

 

Plan of the Chinese and unknown Cemetery on the 1859 Town Plan 
Plan Courtesy of the NSW State Archives and Records 

 

One of the earliest mentions of the cemetery by denomination was on 16 December 1871 when 
reference was made of the ñCatholic Burying Ground, Tambaroora ò when George Edward Wright 
applied to register a dam for domestic purposes of 40 yards x15 to 20 yards near the burying ground. 
The dam was constructed by John Kelly and JohnHanshaw and then given to the applicant 14. 

 

 

 

 
14 Register for Dams, Reservoirs, and Wells for Domestic Purposes, 1868-1893, HETGG 
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 The image below (Figure 15) shows the position of the Catholic Cemetery, the Chinese Cemetery and 
the General Cemetery that was surveyed in 1897 and dedicated in 1898.  

Figure 15 - Catholic Cemetery - Location of both the Chinese cemetery and the Catholic cemetery circa 186o 

 

Location of the Catholic, Chinese and General Cemetery dedicated in 1898 
Image from Google Earth Pro, Trace Lines drawn by Warwick P Taylor 2017  

 

It appears that this cemetery had escaped any official recognition until 1915 when a notice was placed 
in the Government Gazette15 (Figure 16). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
15 NSWGG, No.112, p.3690, dtd 23 Jun 1915 [7785] 
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Figure 16 - Catholic Cemetery - Land Reserved from Sale and Lease Generally 

 

Image Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia  

 
The Cemetery was established well before the above date as indicated by the interments already in 
existence.  

November 1915 saw the first official Trustees appointed for the Cemetery 16 (Figure 17 ) 

Figure 17 - Catholic Cemetery - Trustees Appointed for Cemetery 

  

Image Courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia  

 
16 NSWGG, No.198, p.6399, dtd 3 Nov 1915 [2693] 
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NOTE  

There is now some confusion as to the correct Lot and DP number for the cemetery:  

 ̧  Bathurst Regional Local Environmental Plan 2014 (2014 No.729), Schedule 5, Environmental 
Heritage List has the cemetery listed as being  Lot 189 DP 756905, which I know is incorrect, 
whereas 

 ̧  NSW Governments Land Registry Services SIX Map has it noted as being Lot 7316 DP 1156884. 
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CHINESE CEMETERY  

Status  

Lot - Not numbered  

DP - Located with in DP1156884 

Lat = -33.000779 - Lon = 149.417426 

Situation - Listed in the Register of the National Estate  

 

Located on the Towns western boundary its location is identified on the 1859 Town Charting 
Plan(Figure 18), this map and the 1860 map are the only maps that verify its existence. It just like the 
Catholic cemetery have never been officially surveyed. Even though they were functioning cemeteries 
at the time of the survey undertaken by Surveyor Price they seem to have been overlooked even though 
they were both identified by the surveyor on his plans.  
 
The Cemetery is listed on the Commonwealth Register of the National Estate 17.  

Figure 18 - Chinese Cemetery - Cemetery Locations 

 

Location of both the Chinese and Catholic Cemeteries from the 1859 Town Charting Plan 
Plan Courtesy of the NSW State Archives and Records 

 
17 Australian Heritage Database, Department of the Environment, Australian Government  
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The image below (Figure 19) shows the position of the Catholic Cemetery, the Chinese Cemetery and 
the General Cemetery that was surveyed in 1897 and dedicated in 1898.  
 
Both the Chinese and Catholic Cemeteries are located within Burying Ground Gully later known as 
Moonlight Creek or Gully.   

Figure 19 - Chinese Cemetery - 1898 General, Chinese and Catholic Cemetery Locations 

 

Location of the Catholic, Chinese and General Cemetery dedicated in 1898 
Image from Google Earth Pro, Trace Lines drawn by Warwick P Taylor 2017  

 

Figure 20 - Chinese Cemetery - Aerial Image of the Chinese Cemetery 

 

Chinese Cemetery - 2017 
Image by Kelvin Taylor 2017  


























































































