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Preface  

 

 

Much has been written about the discovery and mining of gold in the Tambaroora district, but little 

has been penned in recording the part the Hill End and Tambaroora Temporary Common has 

played.  

This publication hopes to add to the extensive range of publications covering the Tambaroora 

district without encroaching on that covered in the past.  

It will briefly explain the history of the land usage pre and post the discovery of gold leading to the 

creation of the Common, the notable changes made to the structure of the Common, and a brief 

description of the growth of the pastoral community on and around the Common prior too and post 

its restructure in 1903.  

It would be impossible to condense the history of the Common into a short biography like this, that 

would not be fair, it is worthy of much more, the best I can do is pick just some of the many unique 

facts that have made the Common so important not only t o history but more importantly to the 

people who have breathed it, lived it, worked it and contributed too it. It is not someoneôs backyard 

to be kept to themselves, nor is it someoneôs own little paradiseéit is a living, breathing, ever 

changing landscape that has nurtured fauna and flora through a great deal of hardship, not of its 

own doing but that of industrial development, that being the obsession with GOLD.  

The Common is of historical importance if for no other reason than what it has protected for the 

past 150 years, its footprint has sheltered both Aboriginal and mining archaeology in the district. 

It gives us an insight into a significant Gold Field that h as rightfully earned its place in the history 

books, thankfully supported by the Holtermann Collection in the State Library of New South Wales.  

To those who may be confused as to my references to the ñTambarouraò or the Tambaroora district 

in preference to using Hill End, I am not bias towards Tambaroura, well maybe just a tad, but the 

facts tell the story the way it was in those early years, the Tambaroura/Tambaroora was the 

significant area prior to the Hill End village rise to importance in the early 1870ôs when it took 

centre stage and did so justifiably. Tambaroora township over saw the administration and 

commercial interests in the region up to the early 1870ôs while Hill End was still very much in its 

infancy. Sadly, it has come down to misunderstanding the difference between area names and town 

and village names as to identifying places. An analogy would be Tambaroora township to 

Tambaroura the area and Sydney City to Sydney the area. 

History has not been kind to Tambaroura the area, its significance has waned, it even had its 

name spelling changed in the mid 1850ôs, more through deciphering and interpretation than by 

deliberation, but I can live with that, no I cannot!  

You will notice that I have mixed the spelling of place names, I have intermingled both the original 

spelling and the current adaptation.  

The map used to show boundaries is the 1932 County of Wellington, although 50 years after the 

Commons introduction it has allowed a far greater accuracy in tracing the boundaries mentioned 

in this record.  
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Interpretation and definition of words and phrases  

The phraseologies in the list below in most cases have been extracted from the Acts and Regulations 

that oversaw the Management of Commons in New South Wales between 1847 to 1989. They do not 

necessarily represent the current terminology used in current Ac ts and Regulations as some of the 

terminology used below is no longer relevant.  

Alienate  ñin relation to land, includes sell or exchange land, but does not include 

mortgage, charge or encumber, or grant a lease or licence over, land ò1  

City town or  ñA city ton or village in Her Majesty and not permanently dedicated to any  

Village  public purpose or granted to lawfully contracted to be granted in fee simple 

under this Act or any of the Acts hereby repealedò5 

 

Common  ñincludes any portion of land which, at the time of the passing of the Commons 

Regulation Act of 1873, had been by instrument under the hand of the Governor, 

whether with or without the advice of the Executive Council, allotted as a 

common for the use of the inhabitants of the town, or the cultivators and small 

farmers in the district or locality in which such common is situated, and any 

common, whether permanent, temporary or for pasturage, heretofore or 

hereafter granted, notified, reserved, or de dicated by the Governorò2 

Commoner  ñshall mean any person whose name is contained in the Commoners Roll in 

force for the time being as herein -after provided ò3 

Commoners  ñshall mean the boundaries of the area notified in the Government Gazette  

Boundaries  within or in respect of which the persons entitled to the use of the Commons 

mentioned in the notification reside or hold the prescribed qualification ò3 

   

Commoners   ñmeans the roll kept or made under the provisions of Section Five of the 1898 

Roll    Commons Regulation Act No.15ò2  

Crown Lands  ñall Lands vested in Her Majesty which have not been dedicated to any public 

purpose or which have not been granted or lawfully contracted to be granted 

in fee simpleò4 

First Class Settled  ñLands declared to be of the Settled Class by the Queens Orders in Councilò4 

Districts  

  

Frontage  ñFrontage to any road river stream or watercourse which according to the 

practice of the Survey Department ought to form a boundary between different 

sections or lots of landò5  

Improvements  ñImprovements on Crown Lands or lands conditionally sold to the value to be 

determined by appraisement if disputed in Town and Suburban lands of not 

less than twice the upset price of the allotment or portion on which the 

improvements may stand and in other lands of not less than the unimproved 

value of the lands to be in like manner determined not being less than one pound 

per acreò4  

 
1 1989 NSW Commons Management Act No.13 
2 1898 NSW Commons Regulation Act No.15 
3 1886 NSW Commons Regulation Act Amendment No.3 
4 1861 NSW Crown Lands Alienation Act 
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Land Agent  ñmeans any person duly appointed to the office of Crown Land Agent or Acting 

Crown Land Agentò5  

Lease      ñincludes any unexpired engagement contract or promise of a 

leaseò5 

Leasehold Area  ñmeans that portion of a Pastoral Holding for which a Pastoral Lease may be 

granted under this Actò5  

Local Newspaper  ñmeans a newspaper published or circulation in the particular district or place 

in reference to which the expression is usedò5  

Orders in Council  ñThe Orders in Council and Regulations from time to time issued under the 

Imperial Act fifth and sixth Victoria chapter thirty -six and ninth and tenth 

Victoria chapter one hundred and four ò4  

Pastoral Holding  ñmeans the area included within the continuous boundaries or reputed 

boundaries of any station worked or used for grazing purposes whether such 

station includes more than one run or includes lands held by or in the interests 

of the runholder otherwise than under pastoral or pre -emptive lease or not.ò5 

Population  ñincludes lands within areas bounded by lines bearing northeast south and west 

as  

Boundaries   defined by proclamation in the Gazette and distant not more than ten miles 

from the nearest boundary of any city town or village ."5 

 

Public Purposes  ñmeans and includes in addition to any purpose specified in any section of this 

Act any purpose declared by the Governor by notification in the Gazette to be a 

public purpose within the meaning of such section .ò5 

Reserve   Reserve has two meanings when referring to Crown Land, to put aside, and 

as a reservation.  

ñ5. The Governor with the advice aforesaid may by notice in the Gazette reserve 

or dedicate in such a manner as may seem best for the public interest any 

Crown Landsò6. The reserved Crown Lands were referred to as ñReserves.ò  

Reserve from  ñAfter any land shall have been temporarily reserved from sale the same shall 

Sale  not be sold or otherwise disposed of until such reservation shall be revoked by 

the Governor with the advice aforesaid and the notice of such revocation 

published in the Gazetteò7 

 

Reserve from   the same as ñReserve from Saleò but applies to Leases and Licenses. 

Lease  

 

Run  ñmeans Crown /land held under pastoral lease at the commencement of this Act 

and also any land which by the operation of this Act may have reverted or may 

revert to such leaseò5 

Runholder   ñmeans the registered lessee or the holder of any such runò5 

Second Class  ñLands converted into the Settled Class by the Act twenty-three Victoria  

 
5 1884 NSW Crown Lands Act No.35 
6 1861 Crown Lands Alienation Act, Para.5, Dedication of Crown Lands to public purposes  
7 1861 Crown Lands Alienation Act, Para.6, Temporary reservations  
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Settled Districts   number four or that may be hereafter so converted under the Crown Lands 

Occupation Act of 1861ò4 

 

Set Apart   ñincludes allotted, granted, notified, reserved, and dedicated ò2 

Suburban Lands  ñCrown Lands declared in the Gazette to be Suburban by the Governor and 

Executive Councilò4  

Town Lands   ñCrown Lands in any City Town or Village or set apart as a site for the same ò4  

Vacant Land  ñmeans land not alienated by or held under any lease or promise of lease or 

license from the Crownò5 
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Common Lands, the forerunner to Commons in New South Wales  

The first Common Lands approved were in Aug 1804, an article in the Sydney Gazette and New South 

Wales Advertiser under ñGeneral Ordersò stated that ï 

ñWhereas it is necessary, for the preservation and increase of the breeding stock, that portions of land 

should be reserved adjoining those Districts where a number of settlers have been fixed in small 

allotments bounded by others, and it being impracticabl e to locate larger allotments to all who now 

possess, or may hereafter possess stock; In order to secure to their use pasturage for rearing and 

maintaining cattle and sheep, HIS EXCELLENCY has deemed it expedient to allot by Grant, under 

HIS MAJESTY, certain portions of grazing lands hereunder stated : such lands to be held and used by 

the Inhabitants of the respective Districts, as Common Lands are held and used in that part of Great 

Britain called England.  

The Leases will be made out in the name of Three Persons resident in each District, who are named by 

the rest, and approved by the GOVERNOR.ò8 

This was followed up in January 1805 in the same newspaper by the Judge Advocateôs Office stating 

that ï 

ñWhereas by the General Order of the 11th of August last, the bounds of the different Commons notified 

therein were designed; and HIS EXCELLENCY having been pleased to direct the necessary 

Instruments for that purpose to be prepared, and the Seal of the Ter ritory to be attached thereto in 

the Names of the following Persons, as Residentiary Trustees, viz. (the details of the names have been 

excluded in this document) 

And that the Right Commonage may be understood, and thereby vexatious complaints and litigations 

be prevented, I am directed to draw up and make public the following Epitome of the existing Laws 

respecting Commons, for the information of all concerned, viz .ò9, see Appendix A for the existing Laws.  

The rules noted in Appendix A were the first regulations put in place for the management of Common 

Lands, as times changed so did the Regulations and Acts, some aspects of these instruments were 

vague in meaning and were left open to interpretation.  

An Act was gazetted in 1847, No.31 ñAn Act to enable Trustees of Commons in New South Wales to 

have perpetual succession and to empower them to regulate the use of such lands as may be granted 

as Commons within the said Colony and for other purposes relating theretoò. This Act related to 

correcting an insufficiency in law relating to ñsecuring and regulating the rights of common intended 

to be thereby grantedò10 

It was on the 8 February 1870 that the Hill End and Tambaroora Temporary Commonage of 21,250 

acres was proclaimed.  

In 1873 the 1847 Act No.31 was repealed and  the 1873 Common Act No.23 was instituted, an important 

change from the previous Act  saw a change whereas ñcertain portions of land have been allotted as 

Commons for the use of inhabitants of the towns or the cultivators and small farmers in the respective 

districts or localities in which such Commons are severally situatedò this, with the advice of the 

Executive Council saw a change and the Governor ñmay authorise hereafter the use of certain portions 

of the Crown Lands as temporary Commons by the residents or inhabitants of any town or district or 

locality, and whereas it is expedient that bodies of Trusteeôs with perpetual succession should be 

created for the purpose of holding such Commons for the use of the aforesaid and of making such 

 
8  The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, Pg.1, dtd 12 Aug 1804 
9 The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, Pg.2, dtd 27 Jan 1805 
10 Commons Act No. XXXI, dtd 2 Oct 1847 
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regulations in relations to said Commons as may be necessary for the more effectual and equal 

enjoyment of the same and for other purposes relating thereto .ò11 

In managing the Common, the Trustees were empowered under Section 7 of the 1873 Common Act 

No.23 ñto enable Trustees of Commons in New South Wales to have perpetual succession and to 

empower them to regulate the use of such Commons and for other purposes relating theretoò ñto make 

regulations and enforce the same by finesò11.  

In 1880 the Common Trusteeôs compiled what may have been the first ñRules and Regulations of the 

Hill End and Tambaroora Common, In the County of Wellington, in the Colony of New South Wales ò, 

see Appendix A. 

An update to the above rules and regulations produced by the Common Trust appeared in a NSWGG 

(New South Wales Government Gazette) on the 20 Jan 188512, see Appendix A. 

The Schedule for stock in Rule 6 of the Regulations was revoked in 1887 and a new Schedule 

implemented 13, this change saw added charges for depasturing stock upon the Common. 

Not until 1910 did any other changes take place, that year saw new Rules and Regulations for the 

Common being Gazetted14, see Appendix A for details.  

  

 
11 Commons Act No. XXIII, dtd 25 Apr 1873  
12 NSWGG No.25, Pg.590, dtd 20 Jan 1885 
13 NSWGG No.710, Pg.8232, dtd 9 Dec 1887 
14 NSWGG No.120, Pg.4355, dtd 3 Aug 1910 
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Management of a Common  

This falls upon those entitled to use the Common, to ensure satisfactory management of a Common, 

Trustees are appointed to undertake the day -to-day administrative duties and to police all activities 

within the Common. The Trustees are Commoners who have been elected at a general meeting by the 

other members of the Common. Guidance in managing the Common is in place using the Acts and 

Regulations to assist the Trustees to fulfil t heir obligations.  

Overall accountability for Commons in New South Wales remains the responsibility of the Minister 

whose Portfolio it comes under.  

The roles and responsibilities of a Common Trust Board can be found here, right click on the link to 

open in a new tab or window:  

Commons Management 15 

Roles of a Common Trust Board 16 

Management Plans for Commons  17 

Common Leases and Licences 18 

General Administration for Commons  19 

Appendix B lists the past and present Acts and Regulations; Appendix C lists the known Trustees in 

the life of the Common up until 1999. 

 

Who Can Join a Common?  

ñFor a Common that existed before the commencement of the CM Act (which was 1 September 1991), 

a person is eligible to be a Commoner if they live within the commonersô boundaries in place prior to 

the repeal of the previous legislation, the CM Regulationò.15 

ñFor a Common established under the CM Act, a person is qualified to be entered onto the commoners 

roll if they reside within the land district and hold less than 20 hectares of land in the land district (or 

other qualifications as may have been specified when the common was established)ò.15 

 

  

 
15 https://reservemanager.crownland.nsw.gov.au/who -we-are/commons -management 
16 https://reservemanager.crownland.nsw.gov.au/who -we-are/commons -management/commons -trust -board -role-and-
responsibilities  
17 https://reservemanager.crownland.nsw.gov.au/who -we-are/commons -management/management -plans-for -commons 

 18https://reservemanager.crownland.nsw.gov.au/who -we-are/commons -management/leases-and-licences-for -commons 
19 https://reservemanager.crownland.nsw.gov.au/who -we-are/commons -management/general -administration -for -
commons 

https://reservemanager.crownland.nsw.gov.au/who-we-are/commons-management
https://reservemanager.crownland.nsw.gov.au/who-we-are/commons-management/commons-trust-board-role-and-responsibilities
https://reservemanager.crownland.nsw.gov.au/who-we-are/commons-management/management-plans-for-commons
https://reservemanager.crownland.nsw.gov.au/who-we-are/commons-management/leases-and-licences-for-commons
https://reservemanager.crownland.nsw.gov.au/who-we-are/commons-management/general-administration-for-commons
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The Geographical and Administrative Position  

As of 2020, the Common occupies Lot 7318 DP 1159083 and Lot 7322 DP 11559083 in the Local 

Government Area (LGA) of Mid -Western Regional and Bathurst Regional, locality of Tambaroora 

and Hill End in the Parishes of Cummings, Tambaroora and Carroll, County o f Wellington. The above 

noted DPôs state ñThe Plan was prepared solely to identify the land above and the boundaries have not 

been investigated by the Registrar Generalò20  

Latitude: -33.012037031 

Longitude: 149.420072964  

 

Figure 1 - Location of the Common  

 

Map courtesy of d -maps.com 

 

 
20  DP 1159083, Plan of Crown Land being a Reserve 
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Past and Present Council Administrative Areas covering the Common  

1873 - Borough of Hill End  

A Petition signed by five hundred and eighty -eight persons saw a Proclamation for a Municipality to 

be styled the Borough of Hill End established on the 6 th of August 1873.  

The size of the Municipality covered an area ñcommencing at a point distant 30 chains east and 30 

chains south from the south west corner of Section 13, village of Hill End; and bounded thence on the 

south by a line bearing west 1 mile; on the west by a line bearing north to the dividing range betwee n 

Oakey Creek and Turon River from Tambaroora Creek; on the north by that range easterly to a line 

north from the point of commencement; and thence on the east by that line bearing south to that 

pointò21 

Aldermen for the Borough were 22:  

¶ Thomas Wythes ï Mayor  

¶ William Toft Pullen  

¶ Alfred Chapple  

¶ Bernard Otto Holtermann  

¶ Henry Stuart  

¶ Thomas Kerr, Senior  

¶ Henrich Christian Fischer  

¶ Alfred Newman  

¶ Walter John Carroll, J.P.  

Auditors  

¶ James Barrie  

¶ Charles Cropper J.P. 

1908 - Shire of Turon  

On the 17th of June 1908, the Municipality of Hill End was by Proclamation and Notification united to 

the Turon Shire and reconstituted as the Turon Shire consisting of three Ridings, A, B and C 23. 

Councillors of the Ridings were 24 :  

Riding A  

¶ Walter Frederick Hodge, Esquire and Kenneth McKenzie, Esquire,  

Riding B  

¶ Arthur William Lovett, Esquire, and John Joseph Sullivan, Esquire, 

Riding C 

¶ Henry Simeon Work, Esquire and Herbert Cochrane Suttor, Esquire.  

1977 - Shire of Evans  

Constituted on the 1st of October 1977 when the Shire of Turon, Shire of Abercrombie and the City of 

Bathurst were divided to form the Shire of Evans and the Municipality of Bathurst 25. 

2004 - Bathurst Regional Council  

A merger of the Shire of Evans and Bathurst City on the 26 May 2004 saw the creation of the Bathurst 

Region26 . 

 
21 NSWGG, No.193, Pg.2197, dtd 6 Aug 1873 
22  NSWGG, No.261, Pg.3174, dtd 10 Nov 1873 ï [2513] 
23  NSWGG, No.70, Pg.3242, dtd 17 Jun 1908 ï [6657]  
24  NSWGG, No.70, Pg.3244, dtd 17 Jun 1908 ï [6753] 
25  NSWGG, No.75, Pg.2748, dtd 8 Jul 1977 
26  Wikipedia, Bathurst Region  
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Occupation of the Land Prior to the Common  

The information below is not limited to just the Common, the region overall needs to be explained 

briefly to understand what existed before and at the time of the gold discovery and the lead up to the 

creation of the Common. 

Aboriginal Occupation of the Area  

The Wiradjuri occupied this area from a time unknown, they were a vast nation covering a large part 

of central New South Wales. A description given by Hodge 27 in an article 28  he wrote to support the 

ñNO BASEò movement in 1985 described the three communities that occupied the local area along the 

Macquarie River region:  

The Bularidee occupied from the Winburndale junction with the Macquarie to Bullen Waterhole 

upstream from the Tambaroora Creek junction with the Macquarie. The isolation of the Bularidee 

served them well having limited contact with early Europeans who were  expanding west in ever 

greater numbers until the discovery of gold which drove them from their traditional lands.  

The Wompanje occupied the Macquarie further down towards Suttors Long Point around Trianbil 

(Triamble), stone cairns in prominent places on high ground indicating tribal boundaries, the third 

tribe were  the Wirridgerie, this community were to become close friends with the Suttors at Triambil, 

some gaining employment with the family.  

A reporter for the Empire newspaper in 1852 Mr. Angus Mackay while on one of his early visits to the 

Gold Field asked as to the meaning of the name Tambaroora, ñTambaroora is a native name, and, I 

am given to understand by those who profess to have some knowledge of aboriginal philology, means 

ósweet grassô.  Native names always have significance, and in this instance the term is well applied, as 

the level ground in the vicinity of the Tambaroora (see Note below) has rich soil and is well grassed. 

It seems to have been a favourite resort for kangaroos in olden times ,ò ñReverting for a moment to the 

Aboriginal nomenclature, I may remark that the appropriateness of the names given by the 

Aboriginals is well exemplified in two instances at hand. The serpentine course of the Turon has 

frequently been the subject of observation, and those who are not already aware will be interested to 

know, that the beautiful native name óTuronô signifies a ósnake.ô  In the case of the óPyramul,ô which in 

the Aboriginal language signifies ótwisting,ô the appositeness is not less striking, for this river is 

remarkable for its sharp, sudden bends.ò 29 , 30   

Mr. T.C. Suttor 31  of Triamble in 1915 included in his tribute to Mr. Le Messurier at a farewell dinner 

in Hill End a brief description of the local Aborigines, stating ñGolden Gully had been a sort of Garden 

of Eden to them whence the beginning of their race had sprungò32  

 

 

Detailed information can be found on the Wiradjuri Nation  on this web site ï 

 
27 Hodge, Brian, 1930-2018, History Master at Sydney Boys High School, Author of many Gold Field related books and without 
doubt the foremost historian of the Tambaroura Region  
28  Article, The Macquarie, The Story of a River between Chambers Creek and Burrendong until 1914, Hodge, 1985, this article 
was written at the request of the ñNo Baseò movement when the Federal Government was investigating the possibility of 
resuming the are a for an Army base and firing range.  
29  Newspaper, The Empire, Pg.3, dtd 30 Oct 1852 
30  Publication, The Great Gold Field, Angus Mackay, 1853 ï This article can be read at tambaroora.com under Publications  
31 Suttor, Thomas Charles, 1804-1889, Pioneer Pastoralist of the Bathurst and County of Wellington areas, older brother of 
William Henry Suttor, 1805 -1887, Pastoralist and Politician of ñBrucedaleò Peel 
32  Newspaper, The National Advocate, Bathurst, Pg.3, dtd 8 Jun 1915 



A History of the HILL END and TAMBAROORA TEMPORARY COMMONAGE - 1870 
Updated Tuesday, 10 December 2024 

© Warwick P Taylor 2020 ð tambaroora.com 

 18 

Wiradjuri Nation  33 

Note:  To some the description given by Mr. Mackay above of the ñlevel ground in the vicinity of 

Tambaroora ò may seem odd, the image today is of a very deep eroded Gully. However, in 1852, its 

appearance was very different, he describes Golden Gully ñOn the north -west of the Bald Hill  several 

small water -courses take their rise, and meet in a long narrow valley which, about a mile further 

down, opens into the Tambaroora flats.  This valley is called Golden Gully, though it is not at all deep 

like a gully, but merely a slight hollow bet ween rising ground.ò  

1813 - 1852  

The area that would eventually accommodate the Common and was later to become known as the 

ñTambarouraò34  was a large region situated between the Macquarie River and the Meroo without any 

defined boundary and until the expansion of European settlement, was occupied by the Aboriginal 

communities mentioned previously.  

From the time explorers Blaxland, Lawson and Wentworth crossed the Blue Mountains in 1813 

European expansion into the unsettled districts spread rapidly, leading this move west was 

agriculture, the Explorer/Surveyor Oxley 35 in his quest to follow the Macquarie downstream from 

Bathurst in 1818 noted numerous sightings of cattle movement 36 . Eventually the Tambaroura would 

be occupied on a permanent basis by stock and shepherds employed by the prominent pastoralists of 

the surrounding districts with the first Yearly Leases of Land being put up for auction in 1834 37 and 

Pasturage Licenses being issued for ñDepasturing Crown Lands situated beyond the boundaries of 

locationò from January 183738 . 

Some of the names associated with the opening of the area were the Suttors, whose pastoral interests 

spread from Peel, Trianbil and the Meroo. The Samuel brothers, Saul 39  and Lewis had interests at 

Bathurst, Tambaroura and as far afield as Nyngan and Wellington, their interests were not strictly 

pastoral, their portfolio included merchandising, real estate and financial. One person who does stand 

out above the rest was Wil liam Cummings whose interests were from Peel, Bruinbun, and the 

tablelands of the Tambaroura at Cummings Old Station latterly known as the Paling Yards and at 

Bundi (Bundy). Cummings was known to be running stock upon the tablelands twenty -five years 

preceding the discovery of gold.  

Cummings applied for and purchased yearly leases by auction in 1834 in the County of Wellington 

which covered areas in the vicinity of the confluence of the Macquarie and Turon Rivers and the 

tablelands above40  which would be later known as the Tambaroura.  

The reminiscences of Mr. James Collison in 1919 relates to his experiences at what was to be known 

as ñThe Stockyardò and his time with William Cummings, ñLast time I told you about going to the 

diggings in 1852, and how I lost my bullocks and everything, Well! Before that happened, just after 

my 16th birthday, I drove in the stuff for the first public house on the Dirt Hole for a man named 

Chapman. The flash name now for óthe Dirt Holeô is Hill End, but it was always the Dirt Hole in those 

days. Within a w eek of that I drove the stuff for the first commissionerôs residence and barracks built 

on The Stockyard another mining place afterwards called óTambaroora Flat.ô This was where old Billy 

Cummins had a stockyard 25 years before, but when gold was found the re, they gave it the Aboriginal 

name for the place óTambaroora Flatô. There were three Cummins brothers, and they were about the 

richest men around Bathurst in those days. Old Billy used to say to me óGreat God, Jimmy my boy, 

 
33  http://heritagebathurst.com/history -matters/indigenous -history/  
34  This was the original spelling of the area name; it should not be confused with the town name.  
35  Oxley, John Joseph Molesworth, Explorer and Surveyor, 1784 - 1828 
36  Publication, Journals of Two Expeditions into the Interior of New South Wales, University of Sydney Library, 2002  
37 Newspaper, The Sydney Herald, Pg.2, dtd 13 Jan 1834 
38  NSWGG No.258, Pg.43, dtd 18 Jan 1837 
39  Samuel, Sir Saul, 1st Baronet, Pastoralist, Member of Parliament, Merchant, 1820 - 1900 
40  Newspaper, Sydney Herald, Pg.2, dtd 13 Jan 1834 

http://heritagebathurst.com/history-matters/indigenous-history/
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little did I think when riding about here twenty -five years ago that I was riding over thousands of 

ounces of goldô? 

I asked him why he had left that place, and he explained that it was alright country in good weather, 

but the stock would not stay on it, and when he came to muster he found he had not as many as when 

he came to the place, so he took up land on the Macquarie River (Bruinbun) . I said to old Billy 

Cummins that he must have used good wood for his stockyard, for I had pulled some post up a few 

days before and they were put in 25 years ago. That was in ô52 when I pulled up some of the posts of 

the stockyard and Billy Cummins was old then, so goodness knows when those brothers came out to 

the colonyò 41 

The land taken up on the Macquarie and purchased by William Cummings in 1837 was 1064 acres 

known as ñBruinbunò42 . It was approximately sixteen kilometres from the Stockyard, a track led from 

Bruinbun back across the Turon River up the tableland meeting at one of the two road junctions in the 

vicinity of the Stockyard 43 , the track followed closely what was to be known as the Bridle Track up to 

Hawkins Hill.  

Other land purchases in 1839 set the scene for agriculture to take a hold on the landscape, to the 

northwest of the Stockyard approximately twelve kilometres and on the northern side of Pyramul 

Creek was ñTatualiò, a Station of 640 acres44 . Purchased by Hall, Palmer (first names unknown) and 

George Aspinal in 183945, a road led from this Station back to the Stockyard via Bundy and Cummings 

Stations. 

The other Station, ñToolamanangò of 640 acres to the northeast of the Stockyard approximately 

twenty -one kilometres was taken up by George Suttor in 183946 , a road to the Stockyard from the 

Station was via Sallys Flat. The land between these Stations was acquired as pasturage leases which 

saw permanent occupation of the area by shepherds and drovers. The land around the future town of 

Tambaroora held good gr azing pasture and the shepherds made suitable use of it when moving and 

depasturing stock.  

You may ask what the connection of these pioneering Stations is to the Common, well these Stations 

laid the foundations for the roads and tracks that eventually criss -crossed the region giving access to 

the Gold Fields and settlements. See Figure 2  

The Stockyard as described by Collison above, was referred to by numerous reporters and 

correspondents in the early days of the gold rush and was used by the earliest prospectors as a 

reference place for future miners to gather. Interestingly, Saul Samuel is noted as having an 

established field on the flat behind the future Commissioners Camp on Tambaroura Creek; there was 

also the road (later known as McMahon Street within the town) leading to Cummings Old Station and 

onward to Bundy the Run of William Cum mings and further to Tatuali and Trianbil, the roads and 

Bridle Tracks moved stock to the further reaches of the outer districts.   

Samuel applied to register a quartz vein that was within the field on the 28 February 1852 47 and was 

the third quartz vein application on the Gold Field. This Field was to be the centre of a dispute made 

by prospectors later in 1852 to the Gold Commissioner in that they were unable to dig on the field 48 ,  

Samuel later relented and allowed the miners to occupy the field. Samuels Field may have been 

 
41 Newspaper, Yass Evening Tribune, Pg.5, dtd 27 Nov 1919 
42  Crown Plan, 316-691, Lot 1, 1064 ac, William Cummings, Parish of Bruinbun, 1837 
43  Map, Pastoral, Counties of Ashburton, Bathurst, Bligh and Wellington, Pre 1851  
44  640 acres is referred to as a ñSectionò and is equivalent to one square mile. 
45  Crown Plan, 41-731, Lot 13, 640 ac, Hall, Palmer, George Aspinal, Parish of Tatuali, 1839 
46  Crown Plan, 42 -731, Lot 1, 640 ac, George Suttor, Parish of Tunnabidgee, 1839 
47 Register of Quartz Vein Applications, V.&P. Legislative Council, Volume, 1852  
48  Newspaper, The Empire, Pg.3, dtd 5 Oct 1852 
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Cummings old Stockyard. Other Stockyards and Slaughterhouses occupied the area, but it is not 

known if these preceded the discovery of gold or not.  

 

Figure 2 - Pastoral Map of Counties  

 

The map above shows Cummings ñBruinbunò at left, Aspinals ñTatauliò at top right and Suttors ñToolangangò at bottom right 

with the linking roads and tracks. This map identifies the bridle tracks by the dashed lines, the solid brown lines are roads . 

(County Map Courtesy of Land Registry Services)  
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1852 - 1870  

Cummings runs were extensive and he continued to run stock on the Tambaroura, in August 1853 he 

had impounded at the Pound in Tambaroora a bay horse from his run at Paling Yard 49 , again in 

October 1853 six horses were impounded at Tambaroura from his run at Wallen Bullen, and five 

geldings from his run at Bundy 50 . In October 1853 Cummings had fifteen horses impounded at the 

Tambaroora pound from his run at Bruinbun which was on the Bridle Track from Bathurst 51. Horse 

losses of those heading for the Tambaroura were enormous and a great many were impounded at 

Tambaroura in those early years, the NSWGG makes numerous mentions of their impoundment. They 

were being impounded from as far afield as the Macquarie River  (Suttor), Triamble (Suttor), 

Bruinbun (Cummings) and the Pyramul (Doherty) and Wickets Run.  

From 1852 the area was all about gold, nothing else mattered and for the next eighteen years the 

topography started to take on the appearance of a very disturbed landscape.  

It was at this time that the influx of persons wanting to increase their personal wealth saw a drive to 

the region, most would find themselves located between Green Valley and the junction of the Turon 

and Macquarie Rivers. This coverage replicated that of  the future Common.  

Even thou the area around the Commissioners Camp at the Stockyard was one of the last local Gold 

Fields to be discovered it became the commercial and administrative hub of the overall Tambaroora 

Gold Field with the Camp being positioned above the Creek at the Stockyard 52 overlooking the current 

Crossing near McMahon Street. The Commissioner decided upon this location due to it being centrally 

located to the surrounding satellite Gold Fieldôs all of which eventually fell under either the proclaimed 

Tambaroora Gold Field or  the Turon River Gold Field.  

The government was quick to respond to the rapidly expanding population of the Tambaroura, listed 

below are brief descriptions of some of the Governments administrative powers for the district within 

the first ten years to keep pace with its development.  

¶ Commissioners Camp established by Commissioner Miller at the Stockyard on Tambaroora 

Creek, February 185252  

¶ Three Justice of the Peace were appointed thru the year for Tambaroora, Alfred D. Broughton, 

Arthur T.P. Cutting and Patrick Bogue 51 

¶ Post Office established in Tambaroora, August 185253 

¶ Tenders for Conveyance of Mail by Horseback, from and to Sofala and Tambaroora, once a 

week, August 185254  

¶ Mr. Frank S. Bowerman, the Sub -Gold Commissioner, was appointed the Clerk of Petty 

Sessions for Tambaroora in January 1853 55 , the following month he was appointed the 

Registrar of Court of Requests56 

¶ Proclamation of Tambaroora, Turon River and Macquarie River Gold Fields, February 1853 57 

¶ A Pound was established at the Stockyard behind the Commissioners Camp on Tambaroora 

Creek and at the same time a Pound Keeper was appointed, Mr. William J. Slack taking up 

the position, March 1853 58  

 
49  NSWGG, No.94, Pg.1475, dtd 30 Aug 1853 
50  NSWGG, No.112, Pg.1838, dtd 18 Oct 1853 
51 NSWGG, 1853, various Gazettes 
52 Newspaper, Sydney Morning Herald, Pg.3, dtd 24 Feb 1852  
53 NSWGG, No.78, Pg.1200, dtd 6 Aug 1852 
54  NSWGG, No.81, Pg.1238, dtd 13 Aug 1852 
55 NSWGG, No.9, Pg.122, dtd 25 Jan 1853 
56  NSWGG, No.24, Pg.405, dtd 25 Feb 1853 
57 NSWGG, No.39, Pg.523, dtd 26 Feb 1864 
58  NSWGG, No.34, Pg. 612, dtd 25 Mar 1853 
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¶ First meeting of the Justices acting in and for the District of Tambaroura to be held at the 

Police Office, Tambaroora for applications for Publicans Annual Licenses, March 1853 59 

¶ Mr. Michael Cassidy was appointed the Inspector of Weights and Measures for the district of 

Tambaroura, August 1853 60  

¶ Tenders for Contracts for the Colonial Service were gazetted in January 1854 for the Districts 

which included Tambaroura, Jan 1854 61 

¶ Harold McLean, the Assistant Commissioner of Crown Lands for the Gold Districts was 

appointed the Police Magistrate for Tambaroura, December 1854 62  

¶ The Tambaroura was made a Polling Place in the Electoral District of Wellington, February 

185663  

¶ Mr. Thomas Forster, the Clerk of Petty Sessions at Tambaroura to be the Gold Receiver and 

Sub-Commissioner of Crown Lands at that Place, January 1857 64  

¶ Mr. Thomas Paten was appointed the Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages for the 

District of Tambaroura, August 1859 65  

From the very beginning the Government was in control of the Gold Fields, judicial appointments 

were prominent for the administration of what was to become a very acquiescent but challenging 

population.  

  

 
59  NSWGG, No.31, Pg.556, dtd 18 Mar 1853 
60  NSWGG, No.90, Pg.1400, dtd 16 Aug 1853 
61 NSWGG, No.1, Pg.4, dtd 3 Jan 1854 
62  NSWGG, No.162, Pg.2741, dtd 29 Dec 1854 
63  NSWGG, No.36, Pg.739, dtd 29 Feb 1856 
64  NSWGG, No.11, Pg.139, dtd 23 Jan 1857 
65  NSWGG, No.160, Pg.1839, dtd 19 Aug 1859 
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Establishment of the Proclaimed Gold Fields  

There were four proclaimed Gold Fieldôs created in the region in 1853 and detailed in 1864, The 

Pyramul Gold Field, the Tambaroora Gold Field (Fig.3), the Turon River Gold Field (Fig.4) and the 

Macquarie River Gold Field(Fig. 5) 66 , and later over seen by the far greater Wellington Gold Field 

which was created in March 1884, each having their own defined boundaries.  Figure 6  shows the 

outline of these Gold Fields on the Tambaroura.  

Figure 3 - Tambaroora Gold Field, Proclaimed 1853  

 

Image courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia  

Figure 4 - Turon River Gold Field, Proclaimed 1853  

 

Image courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia  

Figure 5 - Macquarie River Gold Field, Proclaimed 1853  

 

 
66  NSWGG, No.39, Pg.523, dtd 26 Feb 1864 
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Image courtesy of TROVE, National Library of Australia  

 

Figure 6 - Tambaroora Gold Field  

 

This map shows the Tambaroora Gold Field as proclaimed in 1864,  
wedged between the Pyramul and Turon River Gold Fields.  

The yellow boundary is the 1870 Common boundary.  
Map courtesy of State Library of NSW  
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Establishment of the Electoral and Police Districts  

On the 24th of November 1858 an Act to amend the Electoral Law was legislated, the Colony was to be 

divided into Electoral Districts 67 . One of these districts created was Wellington, under which the 

Common would be a part of, in the same month the Police Districts were amended to match where 

possible that of the Electoral Districts 68 . These Electoral and Police Districts did not replicate or 

obstruct the existing proclaimed Counties.  

Establishment of the Births Deaths and Marriages Registration District  

In 1859 an Act of Council was passed entitled ñAn Act for Registering Births, Deaths and Marriages ò. 

A provision was made ñfor the division of the Colony of New South Wales into Registration Districts 

for the purposes of the said recited Actò69 . Tambaroora was numbered 73 in the Act and the details of 

its coverage is as follows ñEmbracing a south eastern portion of the County of Wellington; and 

bounded on the north, from a tributary of Cunninghamôs Creek (Crudine Creek), which rises south of 

the Cudgegong Creek, by the range dividing the waters of the Cudgegong and Macquarie River s, 

which forms the southern watershed of the Meroo Creek, and the range forming the northern 

watershed of the Pyramul River(sic), westerly, to a point opposite to the confluence of Currugurra 

Creek with the Macquarie River; on the west by the Macquarie Riv er, upwards, to the Turon River; 

on the south by the Turon River, upwards, to the confluence of Cunninghamôs Creek; and on the east 

by that creek, and the aforesaid tributary thereof, upwards, to the range dividing the waters of the 

Cudgegong and Macquarie  Rivers, aforesaid.ò69   

From 1859 all births, deaths and marriages had to be registered with the Registrar of Births, Deaths, 

and Marriages at Tambaroora.  

Figure 7 - Tambaroora BDM Registration District in 1859  

 

Map courtesy of the NSW State Library  
 

 
67 The Electoral Act of 1858, New South Wales Government 
68  NSWGG, No.192, Pg.1995, dtd 25 Nov 1858 
69  NSWGG, No.159, Pg.1769, dtd 16 Aug 1859 
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Although the Police Districts were defined and modified in 1858 to mimic those of the Electoral 

Districts it appears that references were made to local police districts when citing Government 

appointments and Tenders for Services in the Tambaroora, numerou s mentions were made to the 

Tambaroora Police District.  

The following information appeared in a newspaper from a wandering reporter while visiting 

Tambaroora and Hill End in August 1870, only months after the introduction of the Common, ñThe 

population of the police district is just under four thousand, the number on the electoral roll being 548. 

The land in cultivation amounts to 551 acres; land enclosed, but not cultivated, to 2385 acres; freehold, 

unfenced, to 3180 acres. Wheat for grain (1870), 176 acres, 2514 bushels; hay, 26 acres, 43 tons; maize 

for grain , 62 acres, 1332 bushels; barley for grain, 18 acres, 266 bushels; oats for hay, 169 acres, 325 

tons; potatoes 86 acres, 167 tons; gardens and orchards, 14 acres. Horses (not draught), 1008; cattle, 

1295; sheep, 24863 (Harriet Beard accounted for six thousand sheep at the time she sold Boiga Station 

in 1871); pigs 132.ò70  

The town of Tambaroora was supported by the many and varied businessôs which contributed to the 

ongoing development of the area and with its days of dominating the area coming to an end, the 

emerging village of Hill End formerly known as Bald Hill s, Forbes and Hillend and finally Hill End 

from 1862 began its spectacular historic claim to fame.   

Controls had to be put in place to manage the un-alienated crown lands that covered the area and to 

support the community and the mining industry that was heavily reliant on timber.  

This ultimately led to the founding of the Hill End and Tambaroora Temporary Commonage (the 

Common) in 1870.  

Not only was there to be an unfenced boundary for the Common but there were already in place the 

proclaimed Gold Fieldôs as mentioned above. These Gold Fieldôs all either encroached upon or shared 

mutual boundaries with the Common. Add to those encroachmen ts, there were the Town and Village 

and Suburban boundaries, the Reserved Land boundaries, the freehold land boundaries, the 1871 

census boundary, the 1881 census boundary, the Hill End and Tambaroora population boundary of 

1888 and the boundaries of the Towns Police Offences Act for both the town and village, all which 

contributed to a complex administrative arrangement.  

Intriguingly, Hill End fell under the Turon River Gold Field, the boundary of the Turon Gold Field was 

described as being three miles either side of the Turon River from the main Mudgee Road (at Sofala) 

down to its junction with the Macquarie River as proc laimed in 1853 and again in 1864 71, See Figure 

6 above. 

Hereafter began the celebrated march into the history books recording over the years the meteoric 

rise of the Gold Fields of the region. Appendix I  lists most of the Publications that have been created to 

cover Hill End, Tambaroora, and the greater region. Each of which is fascinating reading.  

With the introduction of the Gold Fields came displacement, William Cummings Runs 72  became 

unusable and untenable and he withdrew his stock from the area. Many years later he pursued 

compensation for loss of use of his leased Runs.  

 
70  Newspaper, Evening News, Pg.4, dtd 8 Aug 1870 
71 NSWGG, NNo.39, Pg.523, dtd 26 Feb 1864 
72 Large tracts of land apportioned to pasturing Stock  
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The 1870 Common  

A unique feature of the Common that set it apart from most other Commons was its location, it was 

surveyed and sited directly over an ever -changing landscape, and mining for gold was to the forefront 

of development in the area. Clearly some aspects of the rules and regulations for Commons could not 

be policed i.e., the removal of timber for domestic use could not be enforced, even thou the 

proclamation stated who could use the Common ñall freeholders and householders within the 

undermentioned boundaries wil l be entitled to use of the Temporary Common at Hill End and 

Tambaroora ò73.  Not all persons living on the Common were Commoners, struggling miners seeking 

out a living on a pittance could not afford any fees that may have been imposed upon them.  

With the Common being proclaimed in 1870, the same time that Hawkins Hill was moving from a low 

key mining ground to the fore front of mining in the district the one most important material that the 

mining and supporting industries were reliant on was timber for pit props, poppets, whims, and skins 

for shafts, added to this fuel for boilers and t imber for associated buildings would have taken their toll 

on forests in the area.  The same could be said for the influx of miners and commercial interests into 

the greater Tambaroura area, building materials were essential for the development of the town  of 

Tambaroora and the village of Hill End. Materials that could not be manufactured locally were 

brought into the district to supplement the demand for window frames, doors etc., many of these 

materials actually found their way to Rylstone or Kandos or ba ck to Sydney after the eventual collapse 

of the Gold Field and were used to supplement the lack of building materials needed for the rapidly 

expanding city of Sydney.  

The Common has been a part of the Tambaroora and Hill End area for the past 150 years, originally 

designed to support and cater for the residentôs needs. Its intended purpose has changed over the years 

with changes to Common Management Acts and Regulations  amended to reflect a changing 

environment or usage of the Common or to correct any ambiguity in law that could have created 

issues. 

Where once de-pasturing and watering of stock and collecting firewood were the accepted practices 

as intended by the Acts and Regulations time saw restrictions placed upon them. Stock was no longer 

allowed to roam the Common or the residential areas of the  town of Tambaroora or the village of Hill 

End. With the advent of the Hill End Historic Site in 1967 and an increase in visitors to the area, safety 

concerns saw the removal of stock, the prominent stock being cattle, goats were to elusive to control 

and still roam today in herds mainly staying in the more remote areas of the Common.  

 

  

 
73 NSWGG No.29, Pg.308, dtd 8 Feb 1870 ï [49]  
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Prominent changes in the Commons Lifetime  

The Common has not been a sleepy forgotten place in the history of the Tambaroura area, although 

there are some who would prefer it was, it essentially has never stopped evolving.  

From its formation on the 8 th February 1870 to the withdrawals of both the town of Tambaroora and 

the village of Hill End on the 29 th July 1893 which completed the full withdrawal of both communities 

from the Common, and the total withdrawal of the Common itself on the 27 th June 1903 and its 

resurrection on the same day as two Reserves at a greatly diminished size were just a part of the 

constant ongoing changes made.  

 Listed below are notable points of interest, extensions, and withdrawals that have taken place over 

the life of the Common, they are listed in chronological order as in some cases revocations noted refer 

to previous dealings. Appendix D lists all the known withdrawals from the Common over its life,  

Appendix E shows the boundary changes of the Common over time. Appendix F lists notable Reserves 

created either for public use or to benefit the public,  Appendix G lists the development of the Crown 

Lands surrounding the Common post 1903,  and Appendix H  lists Geographical Features found on the 

Common. 

1870  

8 Feb 1870 - Proclamation  

Two proclamations were notified on this day, the first described the size of the Common, as seen in 

Figure 8 , Figure 9  shows an aerial view of the size of the Common.  The second proclamation described 

who could use the Common and its size ñall freeholders and householders within the undermentioned 

boundaries will be entitled to use of the Temporary Common at Hill End and Tambaroora .ò 74  

Initially covering an area of about 21,250 acres, its dimension was four miles sixty chains (7.6 kms) 

east to west by seven miles twenty-two chains (11.7 kms), north to south. 

Interestingly the Commonôs size was based on the defined boundary of the town of Tambaroora 

notified in the New South Wales Government Gazette and the undefined boundary of the village of Hill 

End. The Commonôs northern boundary was situated two miles north of the northern boundary of 

Tambaroora township. The eastern and western boundaries of the Common were located two miles 

from the towns east and west boundaries until those boundaries projecting south reached the widest 

part of Hill End village. The vill age was marginally thinner and as a result, the two miles to the east 

and west boundaries of the Common boundary was reduced eighteen chains on the west and fourteen 

chains on the east. From the adjusted boundaries they continued south until they finished at the 

Commonôs southern boundary two miles south of the villageôs southern boundary, see Figure 9 . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
74 NSWGG No.29, Pg.308, dtd 8 Feb 1870 ï [49]  
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Figure 8  - Proclamation for the Common giving its dimensions.  

 

Image courtesy of TROVE ï National Library of Australia  
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Figure 9 - The size of the Common on the Ground  

 

This image shows the outline of the Common as proclaimed in 1870, 
note the reduction of size on the east and west boundaries in line with the Village of Hill End.  

 

1872  

7 Jun 1872 - Extension of 72 acres to the Village of Hill End  

Changes to the size of the village of Hill End saw an extension of seventy-two acres made to the village. 

This extension was withdrawn from the Common in the same month for the purposes of sale; it was 

in the southeast portion of the village bounded by Bel more Street in the north, Bowen Street in the 

west and Albert Street in the south 75. 

1873  

4 Mar 1873 - Village of Hill End Land Withdrawn from Common  

1121/2 acres as a portion of the village of Hill End was withdrawn from the Common, the land was also 

in the southeast portion of the village and bounded by Belmore Street in the north, Denison Street in 

the west, Albert Street in the south and Bowen Street in t he east76.  

 
75 NSWGG No.158, Pg.1460, dtd 7 Jun 1872 ï [1146] 
76 NSWGG No.51, Pg.664, dtd 4 Mar 1873 ï [259]  
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1874  

29 Jul 1874 - Hill End Cemetery Land Withdrawn from Common  

Land was withdrawn from the Common to accommodate the Hill End Cemetery; this consisted of a 

parcel of land of 8 1/4 acres. It was allocated on the eastern side of Hill End on the road to Bathurst on 

the left just past the farm ñSarnia.ò 77, 78 

29 Jul 1874 - Tambaroora Township Land Withdrawn from Common  

661/2 acres was withdrawn from the Common for the town of Tambaroora. Tambaroora Creek bound 

the land in the north, Humboldt Street in the east, Clarke Street in the south and Golden Gully in the 

west79. 

29 Jul 1874 - Racecourse and Public Recreation area Withdrawn from Common  

The Racecourse and Public Recreation area-comprising Lot 199 of 66 acres three roods was 

withdrawn from the Common on this date 80 , see Figure 10.  

Figure 10 - 1875 Racecourse Lot 199   

 

The racecourse still exists and there are still remnants of structures within and surrounding the track. Edward Thomas 

Wright, a jockey was killed at a race meeting on the 31 st of Dec 1926. A plaque has been positioned in the area where he was 

killed, see Figure 11. Another plaque placed on the outside of the track marks the location of one of the Stands. 

 

  

Figure 11 - Plague for Edward Wright  Figure 12 - Racecourse Stand  

The Hill End and Tambaroora Common Commoners donated these plaques.  

 
77 NSWGG No.188, Pg.2341, dtd 29 Jul 1874 ï [1590] 
78  Plan ï Survey of Road, Hill End to Sofala, dtd 7 Jun 1894  
79 NSWGG No.188, Pg.2341, dtd 29 Jul 1874 ï [1597] 
80  NSWGG No.188, Pg.2341, dtd 29 Jul 1874 ï [1589] 
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1875 

20 Apr 1875 - Public Recreation Ground and Racecourse  

Lot 199 was put aside for a Recreation Ground and Racecourse, covering 66a 3r 0p, in the western 

part of Hill End 81 

1878  

20 Dec 1878 - Land Withdrawn South of the Turon River  

October 1878 saw land on the southeast corner of the Common withdrawn, 680 acres was taken from 

the south side of the Turon River down to the southern boundary of the Hill End population and 

Common boundary 82 , see Figure 13, this reference was later amended to indicate that the land 

withdrawn was in the Parish of Bruinbun 83 . 

Figure 13 - Land Withdrawal on the Turon River  

 

Land withdrawn from south of the Turon River down to the Population.  
Census of 1871 boundary and the Temporary Common Boundary 

 

1880  

1 Jan 1880 - Rules and Regulations Adopted by the Common Trust    

See Appendix A for the details of the Publication.  

5 Apr 1880 - Extension of 1200 acres to the southwest corner of the Common  

An extension in the south west corner of the Common of approximately 1200 acres was added to the 

southern boundary which saw it take in land from the southern boundary of the Common down to the 

Turon River and west to a projection south of the western boun dary of the Common down to the 

Macquarie River 84 , as described in Figure 14 and seen in Figure 15.  This extension was withdrawn 

on the 27 Jun 190385 . 

 
81 NSWGG No.84, Pg.1153, dtd 20 Apr 1875 ï [844], 1899 Parish Map of Tambaroora  
82  NSWGG No.306, Pg.3979, dtd 1 Oct 1878 ï [3484]  
83  NSWGG No.401, Pg.5063, dtd 20 Dec 1878 ï [4586]  
84  NSWGG No.117 Pg.1603, dtd 5 Apr 1880 ï [1585] 
85  NSWGG No.330, Pg.4753, dtd 27 Jun 1903 ï [12531] 
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Figure 14 - 1200 -acre Extension to the Common  

 

Image courtesy of TROVE ï National Library of Austral  

 

 

Figure 15 - Plan showing the Extension.  

 

Parish Map of Tambaroora 1884 courtesy of Land Registry Services  
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1885  

20 Mar 1885 - Reservations for Towns and Villages and Suburban Lands  

The NSWGG stated under the heading ñCities, Towns and Villagesò that ñportions of Crown Lands are 

declared to be reserved and set apart as Cities, Towns and Villages respectively, and that the limits of 

the Suburban Lands attached thereto are definedò86 . This NSWGG described the Village and Suburban 

Lands of Hill End and the Town and Suburban Lands of Tambaroora, which were within, and a part 

of the Common. Both the Town of Tambaroora and the village of Hill End were not withdrawn from 

the Common until 2 9th July 189387. 

1888  

28 Apr 1888 - Reserve No.6263 created for Water Supply  

Covered an area of forty -four acres located in the western area of Hill End between the current Tip 

and Bald Hill 88 . 

1891  

18 Jul 1891 - Reserve No.14081 was allocated for a Public Pound  

Two ½ acres in the town of Tambaroora 89  

18 Jul 1891 - Reserve No.14082 for Water Supply  

Fifty -five acres in the eastern part of the township of Tambaroora 90  

15 Sep 1891 - Reservations of Temporary Commons from Lease and License  

This notification advised that after publication of the gazette notice, temporary commons would cease 

to be vacant crown lands and would be reserved from each and every form of license and lease 91. This 

notification was cancelled on the 13 Apr 1892 92 . 

1892  

13 Apr 1892 - Reservation of Temporary Commons from Annual Lease or Occupation 

License  

Lands reserved for temporary commons were excluded from annual lease or occupation license. In 

lieu of the reservation of temporary commons from lease or license which was notified on the 15 th of 

Sep 1891, cancelled this day93 . 

1893  

29 Jul 1893 - Town and Village Withdrawn from Common   

Both the Town of Tambaroora and the village of Hill End including their suburban lands were 

withdrawn from the Common, Tambaroora Township of 425 acres and the village of Hill End of 885 1/2 

acres. For Hill End this notification including the previous withdrawals gazetted on the 1 Jun 1872 

and 4 Mar 1873 finalised the full withdrawal of Hill End and its suburban lands 94 . 

 
86  NSWGG No.122, Pg.1881, dtd 20 Mar 1885 
87  NSWGG No.544, Pg.6048, dtd 29 Jul 1893 ï [5773] 
88  NSWGG No.266, Pg.3028, dated 28 Apr 1888 ï [2743]  
89  NSWGG No.464, Pg.5491, dtd 18 Jul 1891 ï [5752] 
90  NSWGG No.464, Pg.5493, dtd 18 Jul 1891 ï [5756] 
91 NSWGG No.597, Pg.7387, dtd 15 Sep 1891 ï [7611] 
92  NSWGG No.290, Pg.3248, dtd 13 Apr 1892 ï [2645]  
93  NSWGG No.290, Pg.3247, dtd 13 Apr 1892 ï [2648]  
94  NSWGG No.544, Pg.6048, dtd 29 Jul 1893 ï [5773]  
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1894  

7 Apr 1894 - Reserve No.19905 for a Public Recreation Area  

One rood ten perches, within Ophir, Alexander, Price, and Reef Streets, Hill End 95 

7 Apr 1894 - Reserve No.19906 for a Public Recreation Area  

Three ¼ acres, within Quartz, Ophir and Alexander Streets, Hill End 96  

1895  

27 Jul 1895 - Camping and Water Supply Reserve No.22711 from Sale and No.22712 

from Lease Generally  

Located on the south side of the junction of the Escort Track and Hill End Road opposite ñSilent Daleò97 

1896  

29 Feb 1896 - Reserve No.23776 created for a Reservoir Site  

Three roods, on Lees Lane opposite Cookeôs Cottage  98  

21 Mar 1896 - Reserve No.23870 created for Drainage.  

One rood ten perches, on the west side of the road to Tambaroora, south of Lees Lane, Hill End99  

1898  

19 Feb 1898 - Tambaroora and Hill End Cemetery Land Revoked from Annual Lease or 

Occupation License  

The reserve of land set aside for the Cemetery for Tambaroora and Hill End was revoked from annual 

lease or occupation license, the land was included in Reserve 27,274 for plantation and cemetery 

extension and site for the General Cemetery at Hill End and Tambaroora 100 .  It was withdrawn from 

the Common the same day101 and reserved from sale pending determination of the portion to be set 

aside for plantation and cemetery extension 102 , see Figure 16. 

Figure 16 - General Cemetery Tambaroora  

 
95  NSWGG No.214, Pg.2323, dtd 7 Apr 1894 ï [2390]  
96  NSWGG No.214, Pg.2323, dtd 7 Apr 1894 ï [2390]  
97 NSWGG No.496, Pg.4843, dtd 27 Jul 1895 ï [562]  
98  NSWGG No.162, Pg.1556, dtd 29 Feb 1896 ï [6542]  
99  NSWGG No.229, Pg.2104, dtd 21 Mar 1896 ï [7229]  
100  NSWGG No.147, Pg.1329, dtd 19 Feb 1898 ï [8590]  
101 NSWGG No.147, Pg.1335, dtd 19 Feb 1898 ï [8591] 
102  NSWGG No.147, Pg.1335, dtd 19 Feb 1897 ï [8594]  
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This Cemetery is located approximately 1.5km west of Tambaroora Township  

 

19 Feb 1898 - Reserve No.27274 created for the Plantation and Cemetery Extension for 

General Cemetery  

Seven acres 2 roods 9 ½ perches, Tambaroora West103   

Please note: this Reserve for the General Cemetery is in the western part of Tambaroora next to Lots 

51, 52, 71 and 72 in the Parish of Tambaroora. It should NOT be confused with the current General 

Cemetery on Hill End Road (Mudgee Road) in Tambaroora for merly known as the Church of England 

Cemetery, the correct identification of both these cemeteries caused endless confusion in the early part 

of the twentieth century. Information on both these cemeteries is noted on tambaroora.com  

1899  

15 Jul 1899 - Reserve No.29572 enacted for Conditional Sales within the Wellington Gold 
Field 33,000 acres that covers the Common 104  

1902  

10 May 1902 - Reserve No.34404 created for a Trigonometrical Station  

Twenty -three acres, sited on Bald Hill, Hill End 105 

1903  

27 Jun 1903 - Complete Withdrawal of the Common and Replaced by Reserve 

No.35,959 and 35,960  

On this day substantial changes were made to the Common, the extension of 1200 acres notified on 

the 5th of April 1880 was withdrawn 106 . This was followed the same day by the entire Common of 21,250 

acres being withdrawn 107. Again, on the same day and in lieu of its withdrawal, Reserve No.35,959 108  

and Reserve No.35,960109  were created. No.35,959 was a ñReserve from Sale for Temporary Common 

 
103  NSWGG No.147, Pg.1335, dated 19 Feb 1898 ï [8594]  
104  NSWGG No.587, Pg.5318, dtd 15 Jul 1899 ï [374]  
105  NSWGG No.313, Pg.3491, dated 10 May 1902 - 10535 
106  NSWGG No.330, Pg.4753, dtd 27 Jun 1903 ï [12531] 
107 NSWGG N0.330, Pg.4754, dtd 27 Jun 1903 ï [12530] 
108  NSWGG No.330, Pg.4758, dtd 27 Jun 1903 ï [12545] 
109  NSWGG No.330, Pg.4762, dtd 27 Jun 1903 ï [12556] 

http://www.tambaroora.com/
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for the use of the Residents at Hill End and Tambarooraò comprising of 10,700 acres. No.35,960 was 

created as a ñReserve from Licence and Annual Lease for Temporary Commonò also of 10,700 acres.  

This change in the structure of the Common saw it reduced by approximately 10,000 acres,  Annexe 

E shows the new boundaries. 

Both Reserves shared the same area, but excluded Reserve No.21,274 for Plantation (Cemetery 

Plantation, west Tambaroora) notified 19 th Feb 1898, Water Reserve No.6,263 notified 28th Apr 1888, 

Reserve No.34,404 for Trigonometrical Station (Bald Hill ) notified 10 th May 1902, Public Recreation 

Ground and Racecourse dedicated 16th Apr 1875; and Public Recreation Ground (Glendora) dedicated 

27th Mar 1878.  

23 Dec 1903 - Extension of Common by 5200 acres by Formation of Reserves 

No.37,080 and 37,081  

Later the same year further changes were made to the Common when an additional two Reserves 

were formed, Reserve No.37,080 from Sale and Reserve No.37,081 from License and Annual Lease. 

Both Reserves occupied the same 5,200 acres110 but consisted of three separate areas. 

The three areas established were: 

An area starting from the northeast corner east approximately ##### then south to the Macquarie 

River then downstream to its junction with the Turon River,  

The second area was in the northeast corner taking in the head waters of Dirt Holes creek, this area 

was later to become Lot 7322 DP 1159083, 

An area on the western boundary from the northwest corner of Lot 69 then downstream to the 

junction with Paling Yards Creek, then north ##### then east to the western boundary of the Common 

established in April the same year then south to its start point. Appendix E shows the new extensions. 

1904   

17 Dec 1904 - Racecourse on Lot 208  

Land was withdrawn from the Common in December 1904 when it was reserved as a racecourse. The 

Reserves created were Reserve No.38,650 from sale, and Reserve No.38,651 from lease111. This was 

followed by a ñRevocation of Part of Temporary Reserve from Sale and Annual Leaseò notification 

excluding the area from the Common 112, see Figure 17. 

Figure 17 - 1904 Racecourse Lot 208  

 
110 NSWGG No.674, Pg.9439, dtd 23 Dec 1903 ï [6991] 
111 NSWGG No.681, Pg.9194, dtd 17 Dec 1904 ï [6148]  
112 NSWGG No.90, Pg.1173, dtd 18 Feb 1905 ï [7999]  
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1907  

7 Aug 1907 - Reserve No.41885 created for a Rifle Range  

About fifty -four acres, west of Hill End 113 

1915 

23 Jun 1915 - Reserve No.50780 created for the Catholic Cemetery at Tambaroora  

One rood 39.9 perches, no land had been allocated for the cemetery previously and this Reserve 

corrected this oversight 114 

1924  

18 Jan 1924 - Reserve No.56724 was created for a Domestic Water Supply  

Four acres, Canton Waterhole, Golden Gully, Tambaroora 115 

This Water Supply Reserve was the existing Canton waterhole, it was the remnants of the 12,000,000 -

gallon (54,553,080 Litres) dam that was constructed by the Golden Gully and Tambaroora Sluicing 

Company in 1911 as part of their sluicing operations on Gold Lease 264 of 97 acres upon Golden Gully. 

The dam was built opposite the junction of Golden Gully and Deadmanôs Gully, later known as 

Foremanôs Gully. Remnants of the dam wall are still evident to the keen eye. 

The name given to the waterhole would have come about from the occupation of the area by the 

Chinese where on the rare occasion the Chinese engaged in reef mining, the vein was referred to as 

the Canton Line. Further information on the Golden Gully and Tam baroora Sluicing Company is on  

tambaroora.com  

1925  

27 Mar 1925 - Reserve No.57866 was created for Domestic Water Supply  

Three roods twenty perches in Golden Gully, Tambaroora 116. This is possibly the second dam that was 

a part of the Golden Gully and Tambaroora Sluicing Companies operation as explained above.  

 
113 NSWGG No94, Pg.4535, dtd 7 Aug 1907 ï [826]  
114 NSWGG No.112, Pg.3690, dtd 23 Jun 1915 ï [7785] 
115 NSWGG No.9, Pg.342, dtd 18 Jan 1924 ï [4174] 
116 NSWGG No.43, Pg.1621, dtd 27 Mar 1925 ï [5803]  

http://www.tambaroora.com/
http://www.tambaroora.com/
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1926  

1 Apr 1926 - Land Reserved from Lease Generally  

Two new Reserves were created, Reserve No.58,736 of 100 acres in the Parish of Cummings, and 

within the boundaries of Reserve No.37,080 that was notified on the 23 December 1903 117. Reserve 

No.58,737 in the Parish of Tambaroora, Carroll and Cummings of 5,700 acres being the Crown Lands 

within Reserve No.35,959 that was notified on the 27 June 1903 117. 

1945  

1 Nov 1945 - Suggestion to Transfer Common to Forestry Commission  

The Chairman of the Hill End War Agricultural Committee (HEWAC) made representation to have 

the Common ñtransferred to the Forestry Commission for the purpose of reforestation.ò118  The letter 

from the Minister of Lands Mr. Tully to the Minister of Conservation Mr. Dunn advised that the 

Chairman of the HEWAC had stated that the Trustees of the Common agreed to the transfer but this 

understanding was proved wrong, the Trustees were i n fact strongly opposed to the proposal.  The 

chairperson of the Common trustees stated that the Common was unsuitable for reforestation and 

that it was used by the Commoners and the mines for materials. Minister Tully advised Minister Dunn 

that in consideration of the facts put forward he decided not to proceed to transfer the Common to the 

Forestry Commission.  

1972  

20 Oct 1972 - Alteration to the Limits of the Suburban Lands of Tambaroora  

A portion of the suburban lands of the Tambaroora Township were excluded from the overall 

suburban lands 119, see Figure 18. With the exclusion of this suburban land portion from the entire 

Suburban Lands of Tambaroora, the portion became unallotted Crown Land. It was not until 2010 

that it was registered and became Crown Reserve 7317 DP 1156884, it did not revert to be a part of 

the Common.120  

Figure 18 - Alteration of limits of Suburban Lands of Tambaroora Township  

 

 

 
117 NSWGG No.40, Pg.1520, dtd 1 Apr 1926 
118 Letter ï Minister of Lands Tully to Minister of Conservation Dunn 2 Nov 1945  
119 NSWGG No.110, Pg.4176, dtd 20 Oct 1972 ï [9589]  
120  Crown Reserve Plan 7317 DP1156884 
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2020  

Common Identity as of 2020  

The Common consists of two Lots numbered 7318 and 7322121 DP 1159083 and is known as the Hill 

End and Tambaroora Common - Reserve 35959122,. 

 

  

 
121 Deposited Plan, 1159083, 2010 
122 Plan, Hill End and Tambaroora Common - Reserve 35959, Planning, Industry and Environment, 2020  
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Agriculture on the Common and Surrounding District  

The Commons prescribed usage did not include the incorporation of market gardens, but by the time 

the Common was proclaimed, market gardens and cultivated lands were already well established and 

scattered throughout the area. Some of the early settlers established market gardens soon after the 

potential of the area was realised hoping to make their wealth not from gold but commercialisation. 

Prominent names associated with early market gardens were the Wade family on Tambaroora Creek 

and just to the north w ere the Hodge family also on Tambaroora Creek in the western area of 

Tambaroora. William Wade was given special permission to cultivate land as a vegetable garden, 

while James Wade123 applied for 30 acres in 1856 on the bank of Tambaroora Creek, interestingly this 

Lot covered William Wades cultivated land but James request was withdrawn on the 

recommendation of the Gold Commissioner and others until the introduction of a Land Sales Act . 

Others had established themselves on the un-alienated Crown Lands throughout the Tambaroura with 

smaller gardens and had become self-sufficient. After the introduction of the Crown Lands Alienation 

Act of 1861, the eighth clause allowed squatters who had established themselves on these un-alienated 

lands and who had made improvements upon that land permission to apply to purchase the land as 

a ñGrant Upon Purchase of Improved Crown Landò. The improvements may have included but not 

limited to huts, fences, stables, gardens, and dams. On application for these Grants surveyors were 

tasked to survey the proposed Lot, most of the potential purchaserôs land was irregular in shape with 

brushwood and timber fences. It was a requirement where possible to align these Lots into regular 

shapes incorporating all the improvements made, this included the many small gardens established 

upon them. Some improved areas and gardens were excluded, the Chinese not being able to purchase 

Lots found their gardens were to become part  of the Common, but it would appear without incident. 

Some were able to work gardens on land owned by Europeans so were able to still harvest produce 

and in time provide in part to the community.  

Water races and dams were not only committed to mining, but agriculture was also just as important 

for the wellbeing of the community. These water resources located on the Common were harnessed to 

ensure the market gardens and stock were provided for.  

Most of the stock on the Common from its proclamation would have been beef cattle to cater for the 

demand of the miners and supporting community. Dairy cows, sheep, goats, and pigs made up the 

remainder of the stock, but nearly all of these would have been confined to enclosed areas of the 

freeholders. It is very doubtful that any stock would have been allowed to free range on the Common, 

the potential losses from theft would have been high, with a population that was unknown, scattered 

and forever changing and moving from one local Gold Field to another any stray animal would have 

been fair game to hungry vagabonds. William Cummings was one of the major suppliers of beef to 

the butcher shops scattered throughout the Tambaroura.  

It was always going to be inevitable that stock would be misplaced permanently, and this would prove 

expensive to any owner. The Common being such a large area and with no fencing to enclose it, it 

would always create issues with wandering animals, this le d to stock being regularly impounded by 

the pound keeper at the annoyance of the owner. Regulations were in place to ensure stock was 

managed and fines were issued to ensure the regulations were observed. This did not prevent stock 

loss, the terrain alone could account for this, some areas were inaccessible to horse and foot, hence 

began the introduction of some of the feral animals to the area. Numerous advertisings in the local 

newspapers sought information on lost stock or horses. There were not only bus hrangers to contend 

with but also duffers 124. 

1880 saw the introduction of possibly the first Rules and Regulations for the Common set by the 

Common Trust, interestingly included were costs to run stock on the Common. Confidence in minimal 

 
123 James Wade might have been William Wade, there being an error in the Christian name.  
124 Slang, Australian equivalent for a Cattle Rustler  
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stock loss must have persuaded the Commoners to take advantage of the Common for that use. Even 

though the mining population had decreased dramatically by 1880 there were still scattered camps 

throughout the Common and the outer reaches.  

Special Leases were to appear in time, some in the remote areas of the Common, and others within 

the town, village and suburban land boundaries can still be seen today by the remnants of the rabbit 

proof fencing and stockyards still in existence. These leases occupied areas that had been abandoned 

by their owners many years before.  

In time with the expansion of the pastoral industry and a waning gold industry, some miners found 

their way onto the land with a different occupation in mind. Initially land was made available for 

lease, this expanded to include Homestead Farms, Special Leases, Grazing Leases, and later Leases in 

Perpetuity. It was a changing landscape again but not from mining, this time farming was to lead, 

and sheep were to provide the gold. 
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Development of the Crown Land Surrounding the Common Post 1903  

After the restructure of the Common in 1903, approximately 10,000 acres had been withdrawn from 

the Common. This resulted in the land becoming either un -alienated, vacant, or unoccupied crown 

land. It was later taken up as Homestead Farms and Crown Leases of varying sizes, the early names 

associated with these land acquisitions although not complete were the Anderson, Cooke, Drakeford, 

Graham, Hodge, Kimm, McKenzie, Stuart, and Whittaker families.  

The land acquisitions were being made while other procurements were being made outside of the old 

Common boundary, agriculture was overtaking mining in the district as being the primary industry. 

In time wool would become the new gold and would eventually make history as a leading super fine 

wool producer.  

Some of the above-mentioned families had made more than one attempt to procure a land holding in 

the area. On one occasion which I think is worth mentioning was in 1920 at a sitting of the Bathurst 

Land Board to hear applications for 1784 acres of Crown Le ase near Hill End, six applicants appeared 

before the Board. One of these was a returned soldier from World War One, a Mr. L.H. Burch. Two 

other applicants were A.E. Hodge and R.W. Hodge. A Mr. Boyd was representing the applications of 

the two Hodges, with  the agreement of the two Hodges and their father F.W. Hodge, who was the 

president of the Turon Shire Council, Mr. Boyd asked that the evidence of the returned soldier be given 

first followed by the other applicants. After hearing the evidence of Burch an d the other three 

applicants Mr. Boyd then appealed to the Board on behalf of the Hodges to give preference to Burch 

over all the other applicants and at his suggestion, the Board confirmed the land to Burch 125.  

It was to the credit of the Hodge family that they put the interests of Burch above their own. 

Subsequently the Hodges continued to submit applications for other land at later dates. They 

eventually procured acreages spread throughout the district.  

The Bathurst Land Board in describing the lands that were being advertised in the local newspapers 

gave a very depressing look at what was being offered. The article described the land, leading with 

the headline ñLAND HUNGER - Many Applications for Poor Land ò, the paper continued to describe 

the land, ñIn the majority of cases the land applied for was of the poorest character and generally 

speaking not worth more than 12/6 d per acre, in most cases the land comprised mountainous and 

rugged country, and accor ding to experts, would not carry one sheep to 10 acresò126. Shear tenacity 

by the farmers developing the land overcame what the Bathurst Land Board had described and 

produced a product that was a leader in the wool industry.  

Listed below in a clockwise direction and starting in the north are the Farms/Stations that would 

eventually occupy the land formerly a part of the Common prior to its restructure in 1903. Appendix  

G shows a map with the Lot locations.  

Lot 32, an Improvement Lease of 4700 acres in the Parish of Cummings applied for by Kenneth 

McKenzie127. This property was later known in part as ñAlpha Station,ò the southern part of the Lot 

was inside the 1870 northern boundary of the Common and the current boundary of the Common 128. 

 
125 Newspaper, National Advocate (Bathurst), Pg.2, dtd 22 Apr 1920  
126 Newspaper, National Advocate, Bathurst, NSW, Pg.2, dtd 8 Jul 1924  
127 NSWGG, No.134, Pg.6339, dtd 25 Nov 1908 
128  Map, Parish of Cummings, 1900  
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Lot 158 of 1090 acres in the Parish of Carroll, acquired by V.J.L. Whittaker in 1928, sited on the eastern 

side of Hill End Road (Mudgee Road) to the northern boundary of the 1870 Common at the start of 

the bends129. 

Lot 128 of 960 acres in the Parish of Carroll, acquired by V.J.L. Whittaker in 1908 as a Crown Lease, 

the southern half of this Lot was within the northeast corner boundary of the 1870 Common 129. 

Lot 129 of 40 acres in the Parish of Carroll, acquired by Eric Whittaker 129. 

Lot 127 of 320 acres in the Parish of Carroll, acquired by V.J.L. Whittaker, the Lot was along the 

eastern boundary of the 1870 Common129. 

Lot 159 - George Thomas Cooke applied for a Crown Lease in 1917 for Lot 159 of 859 acres on the 

eastern boundary of the Common north of Hill End Road, the lease was for 45 years and was granted 

in 1918. The property is now known as ñSilent Daleò130 . This Lot occupied the eastern boundary of the 

Common north of Hill End Road.  

Lot 91 - In 1924 George again applied for another Crown Lease, Lot 91 of 1140 acres, now known as 

ñHistory Hillò, this was located on the western boundary of his other lease Lot 159131. In 1933 an 

extension of the term of the crown lease was given to George for both Lot 159 and 91, the lease 

extension was for perpetuity 132. 

Lot 134 of 320 acres in the Parish of Carroll, was acquired by V.J.L. Whittaker. This Lot was located 

along the eastern boundary of the 1870 Common.  

Lot 126, of 660 acres in the Parish of Carroll, acquired by W.F Hodge in 1908, along the eastern 

boundary of the 1870 Common. The Lot forms part of what is now known as ñPosey Hillò129 

Lot 50 of 300 acres in the Parish of Carroll and was acquired by the Bank of New South Wales. This 

Lot was located along the eastern boundary of the 1870 Common. The western portion of this Lot was 

within the 1870 Common. The Lot forms part of what is now known as ñPosey Hillò129  

Lot 9 of 320 acres in the Parish of Carroll was acquired by the Bank of New South Wales. The Lot was 

located along the eastern boundary of the 1870 Common. The western portion of this Lot was within 

the 1870 Common. The Lot forms part of what is now known as ñPosey Hillò129  

Lot 8, 16 acres in the Parish of Carroll, acquired by Peter Carroll, located within Lot 9 129 

Lot 67, of 320 acres in the Parish of Carroll, acquired by Duncan Stuart, on the eastern boundary 

below Hill End Road 129 

Lot 117, of 960 acres in the Parish of Carroll, acquired by Henry H. Longton in 1908 129 

Lot 223 - In April 1924 the Bathurst Land Board advertised Portions as being available for application 

after the 2 June 1924, one of these was portion ñHò later known as Lot 223, a Crown Lease of 1310 

acres, Duncan Stuart made application and was rewarded with being granted the Portion, the Lot 

was/is also known locally as ñLogan-Braeò. 

Lot 9 - Alfred E. Hodge acquired Lot 9 in 1924of 437 acres as a Crown Lease on the south side of the 

Turon River in the Parish of Bruinbun.  

 
129 Map, Parish of Carroll, 1940  
130  NSWGG No.95, Pg.3887, dtd 2 Aug 1918 
131 NSWGG No.53, Pg.2040, dtd 17 Apr 1924 
132 NSWGG No.200, Pg.4223, dtd 1 Dec 1933 
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Lot 228 & 11 - William Whittaker acquired Lot 228 of 489 acres in the Parish of Tambaroora and Lot 

11 of 1158 acres in the Parish of Bruinbun as Crown Leases in April 1924. Both Lots shared a common 

fence line and covered the southern boundary of the Common. 

Lot 229 was an Improvement Lease applied for by George Henry Graham in early 1910 133 . This 

application was for Block 713 (lease 1855) of 2575 acres134 , 135, located in the southwest corner of the 

1870 Common. 

Lots 209, 222 and 216 - At a sitting of the Bathurst Land Board in the Bathurst Land Court in mid -

1924 to hear applications for homestead and Crown Leases, it was noted that ñin the majority of cases 

the land applied for was of the poorest character and generally speaking not worth more than 12/6 

per acre, in most cases the land comprised mountainous and rugged country and according to experts, 

would not carry one sheep to 10 acresò136.  Twenty applicants applied for three blocks in the Hill End 

area. After hearing testimony from the applicants, the Board allocated Block B, later known as Lot 

222 of 1250 acres having a capital worth of 1500 pounds to Robert Francis Anderson, married wit h 

seven children. Block D, later known as Lot 209 ñCannonballò of 1915 acres costed at one pound per 

acre was allocated to Reginald Alfred Warry, butcher of Hill End. Block C 137 later known as Lot 216 

of 640 acres valued at 480 pounds was awarded to William Kimm a station hand of Tambaroora 138. 

These three Lots covered the western boundary of the Common. 

Lot 224 - George Henry Graham made application for Lot 224 also in 1924, his application was 

successful and was granted a Homestead farm of 122 acres on the western boundary of the 

Common139. 

Lot 215 - Robert F. Anderson secured Lot 215 in 1925 as a Residential Lease of twenty acres. It was 

located along the western boundary of the Common 140 . 

Lot 21 of 360 acres, in the Parish of Cummings, taken up by William Drakeford in 1908 on the 

northwest corner of the Common 141 

Lot 22 of 960 acres, in the Parish of Cummings, taken up by William Drakeford in 1908 on the north 

west corner of the Common 141 

  

 
133 Lithgow Mercury, Pg.2 dtd 14 Feb 1910 
134 Parish Map of Tambaroora 1907 - (pencil notation)  
135 Crown Lands Act of 1895 
136 Newspaper, National Advocate (Bathurst), Pg.2, dtd 8 Jul 1924  
137 Block ñCò should read ñAò, this can only be a transcription error as the Parish map reflects the correct letter, and supported 
by NSWGG No.53, Pg.2042, dtd 17 Apr 1924 
138  Newspaper, National Advocate (Bathurst), Pg.2, dtd 8 Jul 1924  
139 NSWGG, No.53, Pg.2042, dtd 17 Apr 1924 
140  Newspaper, National Advocate (Bathurst), Pg.1, dtd 20 Feb 1925  
141 Map Parish of Cummings, 1914 
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Mining  

Mining has been an integral part of the Common since its inception in 1870; the Common owes its 

existence to the discovery of gold in the Tambaroora district. The mining industry in all its forms were 

established in the area eighteen years prior to the Com mons proclamation. The extent of the mining 

undertaken on the Common needs devoted research and is beyond the scope of this history other than 

to say that evidence of past mining activity is still prevalent throughout the Common, some of the 

more prominent  activities which can still be seen are briefly described below.  

 Many books have been written on all aspects of the mining history of Tambaroora and  Hill End, none 

more than Brian Hodge  and Malcolm Drinkwater, both of whom share a vast knowledge of the history 

of the area with many books to their credit.  Sadly, Brian has passed away but his legacy for all is his 

myriads of publications devoted to Tambaroora and Hill End.  

The various forms of mining in the district have changed the landscape considerably, especially in 

respect to alluvial mining. Some of the local alluvial gold fields have been turned over repeatedly or 

eroded because of this system of mining. Hydraulic slu icing has taken its toll also upon some of the 

fields where this type of operation was undertaken. Reef mining remnants are evident with mullock 

heaps still surrounding the shafts and tunnels they have originated from, with the tailings from the 

crushingôs of the batteries still to be seen, though much of it has been removed for use as a building 

material.  

Remnants of Batteries still dot the area, some not necessarily in their original location.  Most of the 

mining machinery and associated assets have since been removed from the district after the 

Goldfieldôs had past their peak in the mid to late 1870s. Many of these assets were quickly relocated to 

newly discovered Goldfieldôs, the machinery that remained was either too difficult to remove or the 

mining company was still in a financial position to allow ongoing operations. Smaller operations 

continued to min e on a reduced scale, from the late 1870s Tributers142  were being seen as an 

alternative to allow the continued development and prospecting of mines.  

Water races are still evident, seen following the contours of the land ending in most cases at hardly 

identifiable silted dams. Water was an essential component of all aspects of mining in the district and 

dams still spot the area with indications that the y existed in nearly all gullies, however, most now are 

silted and blending into the topography. The enormity of some of the dams and dimensions of the 

water races scattered across the landscape gives tribute to the work ethos of those committed to the 

mini ng industry.  

A vast array of mining archaeology still survives upon the Common today, some unique, some 

unexplained. Not all aspects of the technology used to extract the gold using the various processes is 

fully understood, some of the Chinese mining technology on Red Hill at Tambaroora remains a 

mystery.  

Hawkins Hill today is a rabbit warren of shafts and tunnels begun in the late 1860s chasing the many 

veins on its western slope and which has continued to this day. The development of mining techniques 

and workings remain and visually give an observer an i dea of its magnitude. The Hawkins most 

significant claim to fame is that the largest specimen of gold ever recovered and brought to the surface 

anywhere in the world came from within the Hill. It came from the Beyers and Holtermann claim next 

to the Krohma nn claim and the Carroll and Beard Claim, the three of which produced more gold than 

any other claims on the field. The three claims merged in 1879 to form the Krohmann Amalgamated 

Gold Mining Company.  

 
142 Tributer ï a miner who was paid a percentage of the ore recovered or its equivalent in money  
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Although not successful, they were eventually purchased for a pittance and merged into the Hawkins 

Hill Consolidated Gold Mining Company formerly known as the Star of Peace Gold Mining Company. 

The company undertook immense rebuilding and development of ap proximately eleven acres of the 

top and western slope of Hawkins Hill 143. These developments, a part of which were constructed of 

stone still exist in part on the steep western slope of the Hill enabling us to see where the largest 

specimen of gold ever found was bought to the surface. The masonry work undertaken is of a stand ard 

that would be beyond a minerôs capability, clearly stone masons were employed to construct these 

structures.  

Figure 19 - Masonry Work of the Hawkins Hill Consolidated GMC  

 

Masonry Work of the Hawkins Hill Consolidated GMC  

The extent of the reef mining can be traced beginning in the south at Chambers Creek and north 

approximately eleven kilometres to Green Valley. A continuous line of shafts and tunnels gives 

testimony to the size of the Gold Field overall. Hawkins Hill thou  the major player in the recovery of 

gold in matrix had to share this success with other well -known reef mining areas. From Chambers 

creek up over Hawkins Hill, through Hill End village and to the west of Hill End, along Golden Gully 

to the west of Tambaro ora township up and over Red Hill and through Dirt Holes to Green Valley the 

remains of mining activity can still be seen.  

There are a great many stories to tell about the mining operations undertaken over the life of the 

Tambaroora and Turon Gold Fields; every form of gold extraction from the earth has been 

undertaken. Each leaving its own unique scar on the surface and after  169 years they still remain, the 

most damaging was brought on by alluvial mining, although destructive in itself the collateral 

damage was brought on by erosion, Golden Gully stands as evidence of this, most of the scarring along 

the gully is from erosion .  This was followed with the introduction of a mechanised means of rapid 

alluvium removal; the arrival of hydraulic sluicing had a damaging effect on the landscape the same 

as alluvial mining and reshaped the ground that it penetrated.  

Hydraulic Sluicing made its presence felt in 1911 with the first major undertaking by the Golden Gully 

and Tambaroora Sluicing Company. An enquiry was held on the 25 th of May 1911 to hear from 

 
143 Publication, The Star of Peace Gold Mining Company, Hawkins Hill, Tambaroora, 1880  
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interested groups objections or otherwise an application for a dredging lease made by Mr. Wells and 

Mr. Wallis.  

Organisation of the Company commenced in 1911 with the acquisition of Gold Lease 264 of 97 acres 

of land upon Golden Gully. In 1912 the Company acquired another Gold Lease No.290 of 2 acres, many 

current mining leaseholders gave up their leases readily and  found work with the company. An 

earthen wall dam approximately 500 feet long with an average depth of eight feet and estimated to 

hold between 10 and 12,000,000 gallons 144 (54,553,080 Litres) of water was constructed near the 

junction of Golden Gully and Deadmanôs Gully (later known as Foremanôs Gully), the dam wall can 

still be seen to the keen eye.  The latest in sluicing equipment was installed along with power 

generatio n to enable the anticipated 24-hour operation. Operation was expected to start in February 

1912, by August 1912 the Plant had undergone trials in readiness for start of production. November 

1912 saw the Plant move upstream in the Gully due to the difficult y in breaking down the hard banks 

of the Gully.  

The company suffered a major setback to its assets in January 1913, when the worse rains ever 

recorded breached both companiesô dams and swept them away145. Again, in the same month further 

setbacks were to take their toll on the company, the future of the company became uncertain, sluicing 

operations had not revealed expected returns. Experienced miners contend that the operation had 

been undertaken in the wrong area. With the realisation that the returns being made were not enough 

to continue operation an extraordinary meeting of shareholders was held on the 2 nd of August 1913 to 

wind up the affairs of the Company. 1914 saw the Company surrender its Leases and its machinery 

was removed to the Tingha area.  

All that remains today is the scaring of the banks where the sluicing operations took place, the 500 -

foot dam which is now silted up and some suspect machinery which although not confirmed lays in 

the vicinity of the Companies area of operation.  

Figure 20  - Remnants of the 500' Earth Dam Wall  

 

Dam wall, Upstream side on the right, Mudgee Road in the background.  

 
144  Newspaper, Mudgee Guardian and North -Western Representative, Pg.9 dtd 2 May 1912 
145 Newspaper, Daily Telegraph, Pg.13, dtd 8 Jan 1913 
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Not all was lost, the large Dam eventually became a waterhole and was fenced off, it later became 

known as the "Canton waterhole" after the Canton Line/Reef/Vein that was mined by the Chinese 

nearby 146. The Dam later became Reserve No. 56724 for Water Supply; some of the fencing still exists 

around the Dam 147. 

Another major attempt at hydraulic sluicing followed in 1936, a larger sluicing operation was 

undertaken by Oriomo Explorations Pty Ltd, initial investigation and licensing was done by Mineral 

Explorations Ltd, and they were granted an application for a da m and two pumps. Operational 

control changed to Oriomo Explorations Pty Ltd in 1937, and tenders were invited for the construction 

of a concrete skinned rubble interior Dam on Tambaroora Creek.  

Hill End Alluvials Pty Ltd was registered by Oriomo to operate the mining operations at Tambaroora, 

the company had applied for a dredging lease to mine for gold on the east side of Red Hill. By the end 

of 1937, the dam was nearing completion. The sluicing  operations undertaken in hydraulic sluicing 

entailed using water cannons called monitors to blast away the soil in areas which allowed the now 

soil and water mix known as a slurry to gravity feed itself into a contained area where it could then 

be processed for the gold extraction. The containment area can still be seen today.  

A large area of Tambaroora Creek on the east side of Red Hill was virtually removed including any 

trace of Chinatown, which was in the path of the sluicing operations. The companyôs downfall came 

when gold production did not achieve the forecast quantity o f gold from the essays undertaken, with 

the resultant court actions taking years to settle. To add to the despair, in a few short years the Dam 

started to silt up, the erosion from upstream and the companies own sluicing operations made sure 

the damôs life would be brief. This mining company is noted at tambaroora.com  

Figure 21 - Concrete Dam Wall of Oriomo Explorations  

 

View of the Dam wall from the downstream side.  

The Common owes its existence to the influx of miners and supporting industries that would 

eventually use and become reliant on what the Common could provide.  

 
146 It was rare for the Chinese to undertake reef mining due to their superstitious beliefs  
147 Web Site, Tambaroora the Town and Tambaroura the Area, 2020, tambaroora.com  

http://www.tambaroora.com/
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We can be thankful that the existence of the Common has protected the archaeology of its mining past; 

these footprints of archaeology leave any observer pondering an image of what it was like. What must 

be remembered is that most of the evidence of past mining processes chronicles a specific place in time 

on the Gold Field that falls between the period from late 1851 to the late 1930ôs, mining operations in 

its various forms have never ceased. Determining when in time some of these mining operations took 

place would require delving into the myriads of mining applications, some of which may never be 

known, but they have left a visual legacy for all to see and imagine.  
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Archealogy - Aboriginal, Occupational and Mining  

(The images displayed below are only representative of the archealogy in the area and are by no means comprehensive)  

Up until recent years the archealogy within the Common has survived due only to the protection 

offered by the Common itself. Recent years has seen an influx of campers and detectorists whose 

knowledge of the Common and its importance disregarded in prefere nce to finding not only gold but 

also relics left behind over the past 170 years. Slowly more tracks are being created by 4x4 vehicles to 

access the more remote areas of the Common in search of gold and relics.  

The Aboriginal archaeology has been largely found along Tambaroora Creek with evidence also along 

the Turon River. Archealogists in the past have identified tools and markings at both sites.  

The occupational archealogy can be seen everywhere, water races, dams, remnants of building 
footings and the resultant fragments of building materials and associated human occupation 
materials are scattered throughout the Common, those sites lucky enough t o be in the more isolated 
areas have survived the onslaught of the fossickers. 
 
Figure 22  - Chinese Pig Oven  

  

Chinese Pig Oven found in Washing Gully in 2018, considered a rarity and in exceptional condition for its age.  
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Figure 23  - Court House and Cells - Tambaroora  

 

Outline of the Court House and Cells at the Commissioners Camp on Camp Hill, overlooking Tambaroora Township  

 

Mining archaeology is like the occupational archaeology, water races, dams, batteries, shafts, 

tunnels, adits, and alluvial fields all dot the landscape within and outside the Common boundaries. 

Not all the changes made are easily explained some still evade explanation to this day, especially some 

of the Chinese mining archealogy. Included with the mining archealogy is the resultant erosion and 

change of landscape brought on by all forms of mining.  

Figure 24  - Golden Gully and Tambaroora Sluicing Company Dam Wall in Golden Gully  

 

This dam wall was five hundred feet long and held 12,000,00 gallons to be used in the sluicing operation by the Company 

along the Gully.  
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Figure 25 - Oriomo Explorations Ltd Concrete Dam  

 

Oriomoôs Concrete skin rubble compacted Dam on Tambaroora Creek 

Detailed information about this Company can be read at tambaroora.com -Publications.  
 
 
Figure 26  - Saint Saviours Church of England Church  

 

Located on Sofala Street, all that remains is an outline of the building and brick debris.  
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Appendix A  

The following is exactly as it appears in the Government Gazettes, the grammar is the English of the 

day. 

Epitome of the existing Laws respecting Commons - 1805  

New South Wales - The word Common, in its most usual acceptation signifies Common of Pasture.  

This is a right of feeding one's beasts on another's land; for in those waste grounds usually called 

Commons, the property of the soil is generally in the Lord o f the Manor (here the King, or his 

Representative for the time being).  

Commonable beasts are either beasts of the plough, or such as manure the ground. - 

This is a matter of most universal right: and the law annexes this Right of Common as inseparably 

incident to the Grant of Land ; but this Right may extend to other beasts, besides such as are generally 

commonable, such as hog, goats, sheep, &c. or the like, which neither plough or manure the land.  - 

This is not a general right and can only be claimed by immemorial usage and prescription.  

The lord of the manor may enclose so much of the waste as he pleases, for tillage and wood ground, 

provided he leaves com-  

mon sufficient for such as are entitled thereto. The interest of the lord and commoner in the common 

are looked upon in law as mutua l; they may both bring actions for damage done, either against 

strangers or each other; the lord for the public injury, and each commoner for his private damage.  

1. Lords of manors may depasture in commons.  

2. The lord may agist (i.e. take in and feed the cattle of strangers in the King's forests), the cattle of a 

stranger in the common by prescription; and he may license a stranger to put in his cattle, if he leaves 

sufficient room for the commoners.  

3. The lord cannot dig pits for gravel or coal.  

4. The commoner cannot use common but with his own proper cattle; but he may borrow other cattle, 

and common with them, for by the loan they are in a manner made his own cattle.  

5. No commoner can distrain the cattle of another commoner, though he may those of a stranger.  

6. If a commoner encloses or builds on the common, every commoner may have an action for the 

damage.  

7. A commoner may not cut brushes, dig trenches, &c. in the common, without a custom to do it.  

8. Any man may, by prescription, have Common and feeding on the King's highway, although the soil 

doth belong to another.  

9. Infected horses, mares, and stone horses under size, are not to be put into commons.  

And should any local Regulation be deemed necessary, the Trustees will signify the same to the nearest 

resident Magistrate, that he may apply for regular Permission and eligible Persons to be appointed, 

to consider of the propriety of such Regulations.  

By Command of His Excellency,  
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Rd. Atkins, Judgt [sic] Advocate.ò148  

Rules and Regulations of the Hill End and Tambaroora Common 1880  

 

 

 

 
148  The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, Pg.2, dtd 27 Jan 1805 



A History of the HILL END and TAMBAROORA TEMPORARY COMMONAGE - 1870 
Updated Tuesday, 10 December 2024 

© Warwick P Taylor 2020 ð tambaroora.com 

 56 

 

 

 



A History of the HILL END and TAMBAROORA TEMPORARY COMMONAGE - 1870 
Updated Tuesday, 10 December 2024 

© Warwick P Taylor 2020 ð tambaroora.com 

 57 

 

 

 



A History of the HILL END and TAMBAROORA TEMPORARY COMMONAGE - 1870 
Updated Tuesday, 10 December 2024 

© Warwick P Taylor 2020 ð tambaroora.com 

 58 

 



A History of the HILL END and TAMBAROORA TEMPORARY COMMONAGE - 1870 
Updated Tuesday, 10 December 2024 

© Warwick P Taylor 2020 ð tambaroora.com 

 59 

Rules and Regulations ï 1885  
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Rules and Regulations 1910  
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